‘Pay attention to the good of the communities instead of

offering personal gains to people during elections’ 

· Representatives of Bhima Sangha and other Children’s Organisations  of Karnataka urge politicians.

‘Instead of offering televisions, mobile phones, low cost rice and such other personal gains to people during elections, please plan and carry out such programmes which can benefit entire communities’ these view were expressed by representatives of Bhima Sangha and Makkala Panchayat and School Children’s Organisations at a press conference in which they presented their list of demands to the political parties contesting in the forthcoming Lok Sabha Elections. 

Along with them, the speakers at the press club included representative of Bhima Sangha, Rajeshwari and representative of Makkala Panchayats (Children’s Concils) Pavithra along with the adult representatives of the Karnataka Migrant Worker’s Union and the State Level Grama Panchayat Movement. At this press conference children expressed ‘during the Lok Sabha Elections children should be considered Citizens of Today and should create structures and mechanisms through which we should be consulted regarding all issues related to our lives. Parliamentarians should be our role models in the manner they respect and uphold our constitution. As our representatives, they must emphasis on the issues and problems communities such as ours are facing and make sure that total development takes place. They should also make sure that children are not exploited and misused during the election campaign processes’.

As representatives of the Migrant Workers Union Sangappa and Shanthamma said ‘even though many of us are settled in the city for over twenty years we have no recognition. Our right as voters is not respected. This should happen with immediate effect; in addition we demand that the political parties should ensure the availability of the basic facilities which are critical to our life and to ensure that women and children are protected.

As representatives of Karnataka Gram Panchayat Campaign, Naveen from Chamrajnagar, Babu from Shimoga and Jambu Nath from Bellary expressed their concern about lack of recognition for the gram panchayats. They said that all political parties should make sure that the Governments at the centre as well as the State should enable the Gram Panchayats to realise their full potential in order to carry out their role as the local government closest to the people.

‘Usually after presenting our demands to the candidates at the time of elections we remain silent for the next five years with out holding the winning candidates accountable. We have decided that now we will continue to be in constant contact with the political parties and their representatives to ensure that they do not forget our demands. As a part of this long term process we have been meeting the representatives of various political parties’, said the representatives of the Children’s as well as adult representatives on behalf of their Movements. Several representatives of these movements were also present at the press conference which was organised by The Concerned for Working Children which is been working with all the three Movements.







