 

· Slum Habba: Celebrating the culture and struggle of slum dwellers
Felicitation of Prof Hasan Mansur

Date: 29th August, 2008 (Friday)
Place: Town Hall, Bangalore

Dear friends,

Greetings from Slum Janadolana – Karnataka!

We would like to extend a warm invitation to you to be part of a day-long programme celebrating the struggle and culture of slum dwellers. On this occasion we would also take the opportunity to felicitate Prof. Hasan Mansoor for his contribution towards realising human rights and the dignity of toiling masses particularly in the slums of Karnataka. This will be held on 29th of August 08, at Town Hall. The programme starts around 10.00AM. 

Several eminent persons will be part of this day-long celebration including Prof. U.R. Ananthamurthy, Shri Kuldip Nayyar, Fr. Claude Desouza, Shri Basavamurthy Madara Chennaiah Swamy (Chitradurga), Advocate Ravi Varma Kumar, Shri M. Venkatswamy (SSD), Shri Mavalli Shankar (DSS), Du. Saraswati, Siddanagowda Patil and others. 

Slum Janandolana, a federation of Slum people's initiatives across 13 Districts in Karnataka working towards realising the rights of slum dwellers and attempting to relook the cultural dynamics in slums in relation to the political economy of cities,

So come along with your friends to share the joys of that occasion. Looking forward to your participation in the cultural festival of Slum Janandolan – Karnataka.

Thanking you,
Issac Arul Selva (9480452037)
Convenor
Slum Janandolana
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Background:
Over the past decade, we slum dwellers have been able to undertake massive mobilisations and struggles in protecting our rights and ensuring a hope for a better future for ourselves and our children. We have been able to achieve quite a bit till now. More needs to be achieved in the future and we are ready to face this challenge. 

In this context, we have realised the need to celebrate our cultural roots in addition to these battles for our basic rights. So, for the first time, we are creating an opportunity for ourselves through a big cultural event on that day. The fellow beings living in towns / cities of 12 districts are assembling; exhibit their cultural talents to the world outside. It will be an opportunity for all of us shows our strengths and identity. The dignitaries will honor these cultural artists. 

In our journey we have had many companions who have uncompromisingly stood by our side. One such person is Prof. Hasan Mansur, the President of People's Union for Civil Liberties – Karnataka (PUCL-K). AS most know, PUCL-K has, over almost the past three decades, dedicated itself to uphold the values of civil liberties and human rights of all citizens and people living in the State of Karnataka. Since the formation of PUCL-K, Prof Mansur has been the source of inspiration for various movements across Karnataka, including those for the rights of adivasis, dalits, sexual minorities, sex workers, slum dwellers, women, children, minorities, and others. He is also a guiding force in the struggle against growing communalism in the State. has taken on several issues, one of which is that of the rights of slum dwellers. 

One of the issues that Shri Mansur has relentlessly and tirelessly worked for is that of the rights of slum dwellers. In fact, for the past decade, Prof. Hasan Mansur has been the Convenor for the Karnataka Kolageri Nivasigala Janti Kriya Samiti (Joint Action Committee for Slum Dwellers Rights in Karnataka), which is the federation of 40 mass organisations, dalit organisations, slum organisations and slum groups. 

Due to the inspiration of people like Prof. Hasan Mansoor and elders in Slums, we have marched ahead to realise our own strength and ability to celebrate and to struggle for our little spaces in the cities. This will be also an opportunity to reinterpret our past to rewrite our own history in the city spaces.

Therefore, we invite you to come and encourage us to march into the future and join hands in celebration of our struggle that made us what we are.
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Children are citizens today!
