Beedhi Vyaaparigala Hakkottaya Andolana

Street vendors' campaign

DO WE WANT 'BANGALORE SHINING' AT THE COST OF THE POOR?

Dear Friends,

As you know for the past several months the BBMP (The Corporation of Bangalore City), with the active assistance of the police and Muzrai departments have undertaken an aggressive and continuous exercise to forcibly evict hawkers and vendors from the streets and pavements of Bangalore, including Shivajinagar, Jayanagar, Halasooru and Gandhinagar without any prior notice or allocation of any alternate location for their livelihood. These evictions, they claim, are a part of their attempt to 'clean up' the city as, according to them, the vendors impede the flow of traffic and pedestrians and they are an eyesore.

It is estimated that these evictions in Bangalore will effect nearly 2,,00,000 hawkers and vendors and their dependents totalling about 10,00,000 citizens of this city.

The evicted vendors and their families are struggling to survive - being left with absolutely no alternate source of income. In Shivajinagar alone more than 350 vendors who have been vending for more than 60 years and serving the cities poorest population by selling their wares at very low rates were evicted eight months ago. As a result over 2000 members have been directly affected. They have been unable to pay their house rents and hence been evicted from their homes; unable to pay the school fees, so their children have been sent home. 

These actions of the BBMP are not just illegal and unconstitutional but are also contrary to the National Policy on Urban Street Vendors, 2009 issued by the Government of India, which has been notified to provide for the protection of livelihood of urban street vendors. In August 2009, the Honourable Prime Minister of India Dr. Manmohan Singh has also personally written to the Chief Ministers of all the states including Karnataka to enact a law based on this policy and protect the livelihood interests of street vendors. Since then, the Government of Karnataka has sat on this proposal without bothering to respond.  

After prolonged apathy of the BBMP, when close to hundred vendors ‘reclaimed their vending spaces’ in a peaceful struggle, a large number of them were taken into preventive detention. A large number of media persons were witness to these developments some of whom are broadcasting it repeatedly. The next day, police launched an aggressive forced eviction from all lanes of Shivajinagar, during which incidents of beating were also reported. 

By their own admission, the police had received only a ‘verbal’ request from the BBMP to provide them one time protection when the BBMP carried out our eviction seven months ago. Yet, to-date, they ‘claim’ to protect the property of the ‘citizens’. They do not own up any responsibility for their actions that have impoverished thousands. 

It is high time the citizens of this city speak up and say ‘We do not want to make street vendors the sacrificial goats for the development of this city’. This is not case of ‘Street vendors versus pedestrians’ as some seem to argue, both can and should have claims to the streets and all public spaces as citizens of this city.

The real question is - do we want the development and beautification (Singaporisation) of Bangalore at the cost of livelihoods of the poorest of the poor? Do we want their blood on our hands? Can we really claim that we have progressed by leaving a large part of our citizens behind to starve and struggle for survival? Are we willing to violate Gandhiji’s law of 'Last Man First' in favour of what our government is practicing now where the ‘last men and women’ are relegated to the rubbish heap? 

If this is not what you as a citizen want for this City, please make your views known to the officials below and please send us a copy for our records:

Sri. S. K. Nataraj,

Mayor, Bruhath Bangalore  Mahanagara Palike,

N. R. Chowka

Bangalore – 560001

Ph:, 080 22238540, 22248366, 22291683, 22975501 

Mobile: 9845013157

Email: mayor@bbmp.gov.in

Sri. Shankar Bidari

The Police Commissioner

Office of the Police Commissioner

No. 1, Infantary Road

Bangalore.

Ph: 080 22942215, 22943386, 22200944/ 22943299

Email: cpbangalore@rediffmail.com

Dr. V.S. Acharya

The Minister of Muzarai

Government of Karnataka

Vidhana Soudha (315, 3135A)

Bangalore

Ph: 080 22252536  

Mobile: 9449005468 (His gunman Ashoka will deliver the all messages and phone calls to Minister)

Email: ravishetty07@gmail.com (His PA's Email ID - he will deliver all the emails to Minister)

Sri. Nanda Kumar

The Commissioner of Muzarai,

1st Main, AVR Road,

Chamarajapet,

Bangalore - 560018

Ph: 080 26709689, 26702271 

Mobile: 9844025706

Email: endowmentcommissioner@gmail.com

Sri. S. Suresh Kumar

The Minister of Urbana  Development

Vidhana Soudha,

Bangalore.

Ph: 080 22253631 

Mobile: 9591814041

Email: nimmasuresh.2009@gmail.com

We request your active support and solidarity. It is only if we exercise our mandated duty as citizens to right the wrongs of our administration we can make democracy truly work in our city, state and country.  

With best regards,

Nandana Reddy

PS:

The demand of the Beedhi Vyaaparigala Hakkottaya Andolana is that the BBMP has to stop these illegal actions and do all that is just and fair to protect the fundamental rights of the street vendors and hawkers such as:

1. The evicted vendors should be allowed to return to their original place of vending with immediate effect and provided with a space of 1mtr x 1mtr on the extreme side of the pavement to carry out their business. 

2. The BBMP must reframe its Street Hawking scheme in accordance with the Constitution of India, the Supreme Court judgments and the National Policy on Urban Street Vendors 2009

3. The BBMP must undertake not to carry out any evictions without following the due process of law. Atrocities against vendors should be stopped immediately. In the name of beautification, BBMP must not evict any vendors anywhere in Bangalore
