Press Release

Protest against the eviction of Street vendors: "No intentions to to hurt the vendors or affect their livelihoods' - Mayor of Bangalore


                  Evicted vendors from Shivajinagar, Gandhinagar, Jayanagar ; shopkeepers from Ulsoor whose shops had been illegally demolished , individuals and progressive organizations who have joined hands to launch a city wide campaign - Beedhi Vyaaprigala Hakkotaya Andolana came together at the BBMP premises to protest the illegal evictions of street vendors and the illegal demolitions of shops. The gathering sat in the BBMP compound and demanded that the Mayor come and meet them. After keeping the protestors waiting for 2.5 hours, the Mayor Sri S.K.Nataraj came out to address the crowd along with the Leader of the Opposition Sri Nagaraj.  The Andolana mentioned that they were here to press the BBMP to fulfil their right to vend on the streets as mentioned in the National Urban Street  Vendors Policy 2009. The Andolana presented the following demands to the Mayor – 

 
 1.            The evicted vendors should be restored back to the place they were evicted from and a space of 1mtr X 1mtr must be allotted to each vendor on the extreme side of the pavement to carry out their hawking. In case the BBMP does not restore our space back by October 28th, we will go ahead and resume our business from the morning of October 28th, at the place we were evicted from.


2.            The BBMP must reframe its Street Hawking scheme in accordance with the Constitution of India, the Supreme Court judgments and the National Policy on Urban Street Vendors 2009.


3.            The BBMP must undertake not to carry out any evictions without following the due process of law. Atrocities against vendors should be stopped immediately. In the name of beautification, BBMP must not evict any vendors anywhere in Bangalore.
 
The leader of the opposition then spoke and said that it was the duty of the BBMP to protect the rights of the street-vendors and said that he has requested the Mayor to ensure that the street-vendors are allowed to vend in a manner allowing for the movement of pedestrians also. He said that street-vendors serve a large majority of the people by providing access to goods at a low cost and if we do not allow vending, we will be troubling a vast majority of the people who will be forced to shop in expensive stores. The Mayor said that the BBMP did not have any intention of hurting the vendors and affect their livelihoods. He said that they will support vendors to carry on their business on the streets but said they should also accommodate pedestrians. He promised to speak to the commissioner and fix a date for discussions with the andolana to discuss how street vendors could be accommodated on the pavements. With reference to the illegal demolitions in Ulsoor, he mentioned that it was carried out on the directives of the State Government and that the impacted communities should fix an appointment with the Chief Minister to address the same. The opposition leader also condemned these demolitions.
 
The Andolana then communicated to the Mayor that in case discussions in order to accommodate the vendors back in Shivajinagar do not happen before the 28th of October, the vendors resume their business at the same spots  from the morning of the 28th.The Andolana will now await a formal communication from the Mayors office for a meeting notice to discuss the same.

 
With no income since four months, the vendors’ families are struggling to pay rents, to pay the school fees and to carry on with their day-to-day existence. A city which invites Mall-owners and big retail chains with open arms should also ensure justice to vendors seeking to carry on their right to vend through their own hard work and initiative.  We request you to  publish this in your publication. 
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