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                                                                                                                                                                                                       “We reject the sub-standard food provided by private contractors to our Anganwadis.  Panchayats should implement the Anganwadi programme as is constitutionally mandated”

Grama Panchayat Hakottaya Andolana

Grama Panchayat Hakkottaya Andolana has launched a state wide campaign today to demand for an end to low quality, sub-standard food being distributed to Anganwadis of our State by the contractor of the Government of Karnataka, Christy Friedgram Industry and to reclaim the right of the Panchayats, to implement the Angawadi programme, with local social monitoring in accordance with the 73rd Amendment of the Indian Constitution.

The members of our campaign, in 14 Districts of the State, namely Bangalore, Ramnagar, Dharwad, Bellary, Chikmangalur, Bagalakot, Kodagu, Dakshina Kannada, Uttara Kannada, Tumkur, Udupi, Hasan, Gulbarga and Shimoga  have made their voices heard through community action on 24th May, 2011. In some they have mobilised local resources to locally prepare food for their own children and have rejected the contractor’s supply; some parents have provided food for their own children and protests and press conferences were held in other locations. 10 Grama Panchayats in Kundapur Taluk have decided to provide locally prepared hot food to 17 Anganwadis with effect from 25th May,2011. 

Reports from around the state confirm that children detest the food being supplied by the contractors at the Anganwadis and are also complaining of various illnesses including stomach pain, diarrhoea nausea, vomiting and headaches.  The Anganwadi programme presently covers about 14 lakh children in the age group of 3 to 6 from most marginalised communities of the State. 

The State Government has entered into a Rs: 900 Crore per year contract with M/S Christy   Friedgram Industry which is against all the norms laid down by the ICDS for locally prepared food by self help groups to provide hot mid-day meals to pre-school children. While some Self help groups are listed as producers of this food, these self help groups are not genuine but ‘paid’ employees of M/S Christy Friedgram Industry. 

It is a clear case of violation of the rights of children and the order of the Supreme Court prohibiting the use of contractors in ICDS. In its Order dated 7th October 2004 the Hon’ble Supreme Court has prohibited the use of contractors in the supply of nutrition and instead directed that the village communities, self-help groups, Mahila Mandals should be used for the purchases of grains and preparation of food locally and to supervise the distribution. Through its Order dated 13th December 2006 the Hon’ble Supreme Court, in fact, directed that affidavits with regard to its direction that contractors should not be used.

Equally important fact is that the management of the Anganwadis have been devolved to the Grama Panchayats by the 73rd Amendment of the Constitution, and the Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act.  The government has reversed its own order to take control of the ICDS. 

This is a blatant constitutional violation and will be challenged in the High Court of Karnataka in the near future. 

It must be noted that 41 per cent of our children are under-weight and 38 percent of children under three have stunted growth, according to the India Hunger index. More than 1/3 of our children suffer from chronic malnourishment. Karnataka ranks 11 in the India State Hunger Index and has been placed in the “alarming” category. In this abysmal situation the poor quality food being reached to the most marginalised of children, spells nothing short of a disaster.

According to reputed nutritionists who have examined the food, it contains, as printed on the food packets, harmful ingredients, such as Zinc in dangerous proportions. 

	Nutrient
	Label Claim
	PFA Limit
	(from 5 different samples from different parts of the State)

	Zinc
	9.64 mg/100g
	5mg/100 g (PFA R.57)
	As per Label 1

	Zinc
	9.00 mg/100g
	5mg/100 g (PFA R.57)
	As per Label 2

	Zinc
	9.00 mg/100g
	5mg/100 g (PFA R.57)
	As per Label 3

	Zinc
	6.25 mg/100g
	5mg/100g(PFA R. 57)
	As per Label 4

	Zinc
	6.25 mg/100g
	5 mg/100g(PFA R. 57)
	As per Label 5


(PFA limits mentioned based on the guidelines for food labels and metal contamination limits as per PFA(Prevention of Food Adulteration Act, 1955)

Also, according to the ICDS guidelines, the food in Anganwadis are required to have certain pre-decided nutrients in certain quantities for Anganwadi going children, for pregnant/lactating mothers and adolescent girls. ‘Fat’ in all the examined labels was declared as ‘Maximum’. In this context, energy claimed without minimum guarantee of nutrient like fat is erroneous. 

The Anganwadi programme must be seen from the point of view of the children it is meant to serve and be carried out with their best interest as the key consideration. The accountability of the ICDS programme in the Anganwadis must be delegated to the local communities that it serves. To ensure this, we strongly feel that the Anganwadis should be brought under the purview of the Grama Panchayats to be monitored and evaluated by them. 

There is also a definite need for a redressal mechanism whereby the children and their care givers can determine the nature and quality of the functioning of the ICDS and this needs to be designed and implemented by Gram Panchayats. 

This campaign/protest is not linked to any political party or faction and all protests will be non-violent. And peaceful. This campaign shall be conducted remembering the spirit and values of Gandhiji, Ram Manohar Lohia, Abdul Nazir Sahib, Rajiv Gandhi, Vajpayee, Ramakrishna Hegde, M. Y. Gorpade and L. C. Jain’s efforts to further Panchayat Raj.
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