January 25, 2010

Police in Shivanjinagar on a rampage against street vendors today
The Beedi vyaparigala Hakottaya Andolana condemns the action unleashed by the police in Shivajinagar against the Street Vendors today. While earlier they had claimed that only two of the streets had to be ‘cleared up’ of vendors – without any alternative sources of livelihood made available, today, they have forcefully evicted vendors on all other streets in the area. 

Incidents of beating have also been reported.  
This aggressive action of today appears to be an aftermath of the ‘Reclaiming of vending spaces’ held yesterday in Shivaji Nagar by the Beedi Yyaparigala Hakottaya Andolana following long drawn apathy by the BBMP to respond to their heartfelt grievances. 
The police, by their own admission, had received only a ‘verbal’ request from the BBMP to provide them one time protection when the BBMP carried out evictions of street vendors of two streets, seven months ago. Yet, to-date, they ‘claim’ to protect the property of the ‘citizens’ and they have today obstructed street vending on all streets.
We request your solidarity to make sure that we are not further victimised. 

It is high time the citizens of this city speak up and say ‘We do not want to make street vendors the sacrificial goats for the development of this city’. This is not case of ‘Street vendors versus pedestrians’ as some seem to argue, both can and should have claims to the streets and all public spaces as citizens of this city.
Do extend your support to our requests:  
· We the evicted vendors should be restored back to our original vending spaces and a space of 1mtr X 1mtr must be allotted to each vendor on the extreme side of the pavement to carry out our hawking, thus leaving adequate spaces for pedestrians. 

· The BBMP must reframe its Street Hawking scheme in accordance with the Constitution of India, the Supreme Court judgments and the National Policy on Urban Street Vendors 2009 and the Model Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street Vending) Bill, 2009.

· The BBMP must undertake not to carry out any evictions without following the due process of law. Atrocities against vendors should be stopped immediately. In the name of beautification, BBMP must not evict any vendors anywhere in Bangalore. 

On behalf of

Beedi Vyaparigala Hakottaya Andolana
