For the favour of publication

‘We protest against the apathy of the BBMP to respond to us. We will reclaim our livelihood – and our right to life’

Halasur, Beedi Vyaparigala Hakottaya Andolana
We the members of the ‘Beedi Vyaparigala Hakottaya Andoala’ will launch our struggle to reclaim our vending spaces. This struggle which commenced in Shivajinar yesterday will continue in Halasur on January 25th from 11 am onwards, as we are determined to not be cowed down by apathy of the BBMP. 
For the past seven months, we have been forcibly evicted from the streets and pavements of Shivajinagar, Jayanagar, Ulsoor and Gandhinagar – by the BBMP, the police and Muzrai departments, without any prior notice or allocation of any alternate location for our livelihood. 
In Halasur alone 49 of our families that have been carrying out businesses since the past 20-25 years were forcefully evicted by the local Mujarai committee, without providing us any alternate livelihood. We have repeatedly requested the Mujarai committee and the BBMP to provide us an alternate place for our vending. They said ‘We have done the evection on the basis of Chief Minister’s orders. So make your petition to him. We have done that too, in vain. 
Our repeated meetings with the Mayor, the Commissioner, the Assistant Commissioner of Police and our discussion with the Additional Chief Secretary of the Urban Development – have all been utterly futile. 

Our services to the most marginalised communities, by making food and basic commodities affordable go completely unrecognised. Our struggle to make an honest livelihood is completely disregarded.   Until now, our appeals for redressal have fallen on deaf ears. Our families have been increasingly impoverished and we struggling to survive as we have been left with absolutely no source of income. Our Children have been forced out of school and families are shelter less because we cannot afford to pay the fees and house rents any more. The drive to evict us is now spreading to other areas of the city and thousands of others like us are liable to be affected. 
We request you to extend your solidarity to our struggle and to make public this gross violation of our rights that are guaranteed by the Constitution of India and the Supreme Court. 

We demand that 
· We the evicted vendors should be restored back to our original vending spaces and a space of 1mtr X 1mtr must be allotted to each vendor on the extreme side of the pavement to carry out our hawking, thus leaving adequate spaces for pedestrians. 

· The BBMP must reframe its Street Hawking scheme in accordance with the Constitution of India, the Supreme Court judgments and the National Policy on Urban Street Vendors 2009 and the Model Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street Vending) Bill, 2009.

· The BBMP must undertake not to carry out any evictions without following the due process of law. Atrocities against vendors should be stopped immediately. In the name of beautification, BBMP must not evict any vendors anywhere in Bangalore. 

On behalf of

Beedi Vyaparigala Hakottaya Andolana
