Children’s Submission
We request all the political parties of India to give due recognition to the rights of children and to express your commitment to us and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in your election manifestoes and your subsequent actions. 

Your Commitment to Children’s Right to Participation: 
We urge you to  
· Give our views serious attention and recognition. 
· Give due recognition to children’s own organisations where ever they are present, we request you to make sure that their representatives are invited for consultations regarding issues that concern children.
· Make sure that matter under discussion will be widely publicised among children and concerned adults before holding consultations with them.
· For high priority in planning and allocation of budget to the problems raised by children from the Local Level up to the National Level. We appeal to you to report back on the action taken in connection with the problems raised by children.

· Recognise that Children are Citizens Today. So that you would ensure that all the Grama Panchayats shall conduct Children’s Grama Sabhas twice a year where children can directly interact with the elected members. The government of Karnataka has issued a circular in 2006 making it mandatory for all panchayats to conduct Children’s Grama Sabhas.
· Set up Makkala Panchayats in the entire Country to make sure that all children, especially very marginalised children can participate in a systematic way in their own Panchayats and take their suggestions right up to developing the five year plans for the Country.
· Involve children actively in the planning process locally 

· Make special budget allocation to the Local Governments to respond to the problems highlighted by children in their respective areas. They will also have to specially report on how this budget has been used.
· Make sure that identification of children in need of scholarship, rehabilitation, hostel facilities etc shall be identified in the Children’s Grama Sabha.

· Ensure that they are also invited to the village ward Sabhas and Panchayat Gram Sabhas to highlight their problems and express their views as children are Citizens today.

· Develop information resource centres which provide access to children to receive and share appropriate information as per their requirements. We would like you to make sure that there is at least one such centre in every Panchayat and three such centres in every urban ward. 
· Assist children to select their Makkala Mitras or Children’s Friends to help them in times of crisis. Children will decide what the role and responsibilities of Makkala Mithras should be. 

· Develop adequate support systems for children from the local level right up to the National Level. Children’s organisations, Makkala Panchayats, Makkala Mitras and concerned adults such as representatives of organisations, Local Governments, Government departments and Media persons shall collectively develop these structures. They should be linked to the State Commission for children and the National Commission for Children. 

· Be committed to protect children’s rights and to uphold their best interests at all times. We request you to also represent their interests, and in each of your constituencies to meet children, during contact programmes at least once a year. 
· Be accessible to children and allow them to interact with you directly either through personal meetings, phone calls, letters.
· Invite Representatives of Children once a year to the Parliament to consult them and to hear their views.
· Develop the National Report for the Committee on the Rights of the Child in consultation with children.

· Take action against media persons who violate Children’s Rights in the way they cover issues that are related to children.
· Ensure that your party will not misuse children and take their services for your election campaigns and such other political activities. 

Your Commitment to Children’s Right to Protection
We urge you to
· Ensure that children have access to immediate protection when they need it. To ensure this we request you to set up toll free crisis phone lines in every city which will work 24 hours and distribute stamp free post cards for children’s organisations, Makkala Panchayats, Makkala Mithras and all others concerned with children to use in times of crisis. 

· Set up of counselling centres where children can get emotional support and guidance.
· Ensure special facilities for girl children to receive counselling and alternate home stay if necessary.

· Make sure that no one would criminalise working children or treat them as ‘Children in Conflict with Law’. We would like you to draw up strategies to address real needs of working children. 
· Conduct poverty mapping of working children and their communities and specially develop plans which are unique to different children.
· Set up of Flexi- schools which provide good education during flexible timing for many children who are right now combining work and education.
· Provide free hostel facilities in areas where there are large numbers of working children. 

· Find out their real problems when the government conduct survey of children living on the street and children out of school, If required we want you to provide them shelter, education and also vocational education. 
· Make sure that children are not harassed in any way.

· Introduce the concept of vocational education to all Government schools and make sure that all children above the age of fourteen have access to vocational education within their schools.

· Ensure there is no corporal punishment and abuse of children. Those who violate will be appropriately punished.
· Give priority for the protection of children during any communal violence or riots.
· Pay special attention to ‘Feeder Blocks’ from where a large number of children seek occupation. We insist you to pay special attention to develop these areas. 

· Ensure that the National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme, Minimum Wage Act and National Food Guarantee programme are implemented in a transparent manner. This will reduce the need for children to be involved in exploitative work.

· Pay special attention to the areas affected by Natural calamities such as Tsunamis, where very young ones become orphaned or become heads of families are forced to work to support themselves and their families. In such areas we request you to provide totally free education up to High Schools and develop immediate as well as long term crisis management plan for such areas. 

· Promote rural occupations and the production and sale of rural products, so that rural communities become self centred and are protected from unequal competition from large and Multi-national companies.
· Make sure that child marriages are stopped in the entire state. We would like you to name the district commissioners as the primary responsibilities holders to ensure that no child marriage is conducted within their Jurisdiction as well as to implement marriage registration and birth registration.

· Put an end to the practice of dowry system and sex determination of children. We demand you to take legal action against those who promote these practices. Wide publicity shall be given about the ill effects of child marriage, female foeticide and dowry.

· Set up Child Rights Friendly Institutions for children who need care and protection. 
· Ensure that all children who are in Conflict with Law or who need Care and Protection will have immediate access to legal assistance from a special panel of Lawyers (Either volunteers, those appointed by the Judges or from the Legal Aid Cell).

· Ensure that all Police Personal shall be trained in how best deal with children and to assist them and to set up effective Special Juvenile Police Units (SJPUs) as explained in the Juvenile Justice Act.

· Set up Special Child Care Centres and Free Hostels for children from migrant communities and make sure that they have safety, health care and education.
· Make sure there are Child Care Centres and Hostels in their places of origin, so that if children need to stay back in their villages they can be well taken care of. 
Your Commitment to Children’s Right to Provisions

We urge you to
· Ensure that all children of the State, including girl children, specially able children and working children and child migrants have access to good and meaningful education. 

· Provide special training to educators and teachers about children’s rights and give them the knowledge and skills to run Child Rights Friendly Schools.
· Provide appropriate facilities and education to the specially able children according to the needs they have.

· Encourage children to access various forums within and outside their institution to bring up complaints related to discrimination and abuse.

· Ensure that all children in government schools will have access to vocational and computer education.

· Ensure that programmes that assessed children, like providing Mid – Day meals will not be reduced to meaningless activities such as providing biscuits instead of Hot Meals.
· Review the free cycle distribution programme for children going to government schools and make provisions for providing children who have to walk for more than half an hour, free cycles up to class twelve.

· Provide shelter, water, sanitation, street lights and such other basic facilities to all the people live on the street.

· Ensure that subsidised food distribution system will function without corruption and the poor people including migrant workers shall have access to kerosene, rice, wheat, raggi, sugar, lentils and such other basic requirements.
· Ensure that the children and the adults of poor migrant communities will have access to housing, drinking water, sanitation and such other basic facilities.

· Ensure that the government hospitals are poor people friendly, working children, specially able children and other marginalised children and their communities have access to best health facilities there.

· Ensure that when children from the poor family require expensive medical treatment, (for example, heart problem, kidney problem) there will be a provision to cover their entire expenses.
Ensure that there is no discrimination of children on the basis of gender, caste or abilities. When such discrimination is carried out we request you to take immediate action. 








Ensure that Children in Difficult Circumstances get appropriate rehabilitation. The concerned children and their families shall be involved in the planning as well as the implementation of the rehabilitation programme.





For children who are above fourteen years of age, if they require it, we ask for the provision of vocational education (with possibilities to combine it with formal education) so that they have better job opportunities that are both productive and safe. While discussing such solutions we would like you to consult the concerned working children and young people regarding their best options.





Recognise that children in urban areas do not have any opportunity to interact regularly with their Local Governments. We would like you to discuss this further and develop structures where the elected members in the urban governance can regularly interact with children.





Ensure that you create structures for children of the state to participate in Governance – from the Grama Sabha up to the National level.





Create opportunities to consult representatives of children, their own organisations, and organisations working with them prior to taking any decisions related to children. 





Make sure that Juvenile Justice Institutions are places where children receive counselling and opportunities to learn and that they are NOT places where children are punished and humiliated.








