Beedhi Vyaaparigala Hakkotaya Andolana

A city level campaign of Street Hawkers, Dalits, Human Rights Activists, Social and Progressive Organizations

End our evictions. They are unconstitutional and contrary to the National Street Vendors Policy

Value our contributions to the society. Respect our fundamental rights. We demand legal cover and social security

Monday, 22 Nov, 11am

Sit-in Dharna  at the BBMP Head Office 

The past several months have seen the BBMP, the police and Muzrai departments undertake an aggressive and continuous exercise to forcibly evict us from the streets and pavements of Shivajinagar, Jayanagar, Ulsoor and Gandhinagar without any prior notice or allocation of any alternate location for our livelihood. Since then we and our families are struggling to survive as we have been left with absolutely no source of income – we are unable to pay the school fees for our children and many have been pulled out of school, our landlords have given us notice as we have not paid our house rent. 

Even after months of doing the rounds of the local police station, the office of the concerned ACP and the local BBMP offices, we were not allowed to resume our business. Hence in order to press for the same, we had a dharna at the BBMP office on Oct 21, 2010. As a result of our dharna, the Mayor came along with the opposition leader and addressed us. He said that they will support vendors to carry on their business on the streets but said we should also accommodate pedestrians. He promised to speak to the commissioner and fix a date for discussions with the andolana to discuss how street vendors could be accommodated on the pavements. He had promised to fix a date before the 28th of October. 

We have met the mayor and commissioner several times after the protest and each time, they say they will fix a date for the discussions in the 'next few days' but are yet to do so. It has now been almost a month since our protest and the Mayor has still not given us a date for the meeting. With no income since July, it has been very difficult for us. Inspite of our continued hardships, the mayor has not kept his word and fixed a date for the meeting to discuss the demands we placed him on Oct 21. Hence we now have no option but to sit in the BBMP office on Monday, Nov 22nd and stay there till our demands are met. Our demands are- 

1. The evicted vendors should be restored back to the place they were evicted from and a space of 1mtr X 1mtr must be allotted to each vendor on the extreme side of the pavement to carry out their hawking. 

2. The BBMP must reframe its Street Hawking scheme in accordance with the Constitution of India, the Supreme Court judgments and the National Policy on Urban Street Vendors 2009

3. The BBMP must undertake not to carry out any evictions without following the due process of law. Atrocities against vendors should be stopped immediately. In the name of beautification, BBMP must not evict any vendors anywhere in Bangalore. 

Request the people of Bangalore to please join us and strengthen our struggle
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