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The Republic of India is the world's largest parliamentary democracy. Though the legislative intention
is democratic decentralisation, the models of democracy available in India are centralised power
centres with top-down structures. The local level committees set up in the name of decentralisation
are totally against the principles of participatory democracy. At present various departments located
far away from people take decisions about schools, childcare centres, rural infrastructure and health
care — without an in-depth understanding of children's rights, children's needs and people’s concerns
or the specifics of the local situations.

Overpopulation, poverty, and internal strife threaten Indian stability from time to time. Despite these
concerns though, the world's largest democracy has survived the past half-century without a
government collapse or military take-over. The harsh impact of the present model of globalisation has
created more and more communities that are highly impoverished and vulnerable. Children among
them are the most vulnerable.

The democracy in our country needs transformation. The answer to this problem lies in the
construction of a new definition of civil society, a highly participatory civil society — where children are
considered citizens of today — rich with political content.

#DQWYV 7U

CWC is a pioneering organisation in children's participation and civil society participation, not only in
the region, but globally. Its work towards empowering children and enabling adults for the past 25
years has contributed extensively to create local, national and international spaces for children's
participation. This has effectively mainstreamed children's participation in governance.

During the year, our organisation, the Concerned for Working Children has worked extensively with
working children, school going children, representatives of the local governments, the elected
members of the government and the adult as well as young members of the constituency. Our work
with migrant communities gained momentum during the year and we have begun to facilitate a
process for their organisation and empowerment.

CWC's field programmes are now located in 4 rural districts and one urban district of Karnataka.
During the year 2005, CWC has directly reached 60,000 school going children, 3,000 working
children, 20,500 adults of whom over 1000 are elected Panchayat members

and 500 are members of migrant families.

During the year 2005, our organisation, the Concerned for Working Children has worked extensively
with the local governments, its elected members and adult as well as young members of the
constituency. The Children's councils, the Task forces, the Women's organisations, the working
children's organisations, the school children's organisations are all growing from strength to strength.
Our achievements in this area once again prove that a vibrant and a politically aware community not
only hold the government accountable, but also ensure that governance is people led to create a true
democracy.

Of the 56 Panchayats in Kundapur Taluk in Udupi District, many Panchayats have become totally
child labour free. In all the other Panchayats, the child labour figures have dropped very significantly
and the members of those communities have expressed their commitment to address the issues of
working children as top priority.

Through state satellite Training programme CWC and Makkala Panchayat 96000 elected members of
local Governments of the Karnataka State.



The School Children’s Organisations have taken off in a big way. The 5-year planning process, the
three country ‘Transport Study’ and the series of workshops we conducted for the children on
‘Adolescence and Sexuality’ for the Government of Karnataka opened up opportunities for us to
introduce the school children's organisations. The formation of over 108 school children’s
organisations during the year indicate a very positive trend, which will be built on during 2006.

CWC was actively engaged with the State Government and the National Government to mainstream
the civil society participation processes that went to scale during the 5 year planning process. It also
facilitated the setting up of structures that will enable the participation of children and the community
members in the expanded Toofan areas.

At present the strategies and field programmes of CWC have been recognised by Central and State
level ministers, elected representatives at the State and local governments as well as by senior
bureaucrats of the State Government in the departments of Labour, Education and Panchayat Raj
(decentralised local government). These recognition augers well for the follow-up of the planning
process and mainstreaming of the structures and processes CWC has enabled for decentralised
participatory planning.

CWC's Research, Documentation, Communication, Advocacy, Capacity Building and Consultancies
have national and international reach. Our work related to information management, advocacy and
capacity building have impacted upon issues related to law, WSF, global Violence, Sexuality, HIV,
Alcohol and Substance abuse, child friendly and community friendly police, child marriage, female
foeticide, appropriate education — in our programme areas as well as at the State level, nationally and
Internationally.

For example, Through the CR4AWSF process, CWC has worked with working and marginalised
children in 12 states of India and 400 NGOs and with the Child Line programme training has been
provided to NGOs from 63 cities of India. The Transport study covered three countries and Dhruva
has provided training for governments, INGOs, NGOS, adults and children of 20 countries through the
consultancies, training programmes, internships and field visits.
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CWC has been working for the past 25 years to enhance children’s protagonism and participation and
help them realise their rights. We believe that children must be given the right to change elements in
their environment that do not uphold their rights as children. We held this view 25 years ago, at a time
when ‘children’s rights’ was not heard or talked about much.

CWC is nationally and internationally recognised as a lead agency in the area of children’s rights with
a special focus on children’s participation and governance and also for developing and promoting an
education for democracy at the State, National, Regional and International arenas.

We facilitated the formation of Bhima Sangha, the first ever children’s organisation in Asia. Bhima
Sangha was created to provide a platform for working children to engage in a dialogue with each
other as well as society, and most importantly to assert a collective and visible identity.. The Sangha
has been central to CWC's strategy of reaching out to working children, talking to them, enabling
them to articulate their fears, concerns and dreams. With support from CWC, Bhima Sangha is a
founding member of the State Federation of the Working Children’s unions, the National Movement of
Working Children and the International Movement of Working Children. Bhima Sangha is one of
CWC's key partners.

Working children’s movements are fighting the same battles as those fought by the working class and
women’s movements. They face the same questions regarding their ability, their intentions and their
integrity. They are struggling for their right of entry into political space. They are making tremendous
sacrifices because this struggle means a lot to them.

It is this experience with children, that has defined our view of children’s participation and we have
developed mechanisms/structures, methodologies and tools to strengthen these processes.

Children’s Protagonism

A particularly poignant memory is hearing a young girl from a fisherman community tell her story.
She had dropped out of school after being rebuked by her teacher who said that she was only fit
for cleaning fish heads. She joined Bhima Sangha, and was active in the Makkala Panchayat in
her area., rising to be its president. She was also involved in carrying out a socio-economic
survey in her Panchayat during which she met her former teacher. He was impressed by the
work of the children, but did not recognise her until she asked him whether he still thought she
only was fit to clean fish heads. What made a deep impression on me was seeing this young girl,
with head held high, telling us how the teacher, on recognising her, apologised for the way he had
treated her. This is but one of many examples of children expressing their pride and satisfaction in
being recognised and treated with respect, not only by their parents, but also by other the adults
in their villages, because of their role in Bhima Sangha or the Makkala Panchayat.

Julian Kramer, 2005
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CWC’'s Regional Resource Center, Namma Bhoomi, once again hosted representatives of the
International Movement of Working Children. Reminiscent of the first ever meeting of the International
Movement of Working Children (IMWC) held at the same premises in 1996 — this meeting was
envisaged to be a synergy of child representatives as well as adults who have facilitated and
supported working children’s movements.

Bhima Sangha and the Concerned for Working Children coordinated this meeting in with children and
adults from Asia, Africa, Latin America, North America and Europe met together to plan for the
forthcoming meeting of the IMWC in Siena, Italy and also to chalk a plan of action to ensure that the
working children’s movements gain their rightful place in the International policy debates related to
child labour and children’s rights.

One of the most significant outcomes of this Kundapura meeting was the formation of the
‘International Forum in Solidarity with Working Children (IFSWC).
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In Kundapura, Karnataka, India, it was resolved to set up an ‘International Forum in Solidarity with
Working Children (IFSWC)' by several individuals and NGOs supporting working children’s unions
and movements around the world. This forum has vowed to struggle for a just and democratic world
in which working children can live in equity and their voices are heard and respected in decision-
making forums. They will strive for an environment that offers appropriate quality education and ever-
expanding options, including the choice to work in dignity, and where working children’s organisations
are able to speak for themselves and defend their rights.

NGOs from Africa, Latin America and Asia namely ENDA, Callescuela, Butterflies, IFEJANT and The
Concerned for Working Children (CWC); individuals such as William Myers, Michael Bourdillon and
Glenfrey De Mel, support organisations in Europe such as ItaliaNats and ProNats; and Equo Mercato
a fair trade organisation from Italy with the support of Coop Centro Italia, a large marketing network,
have decided to launch this forum in solidarity with the International Working Children’s Movement,
established in 1996 in Kundapura, India.

This Forum will be officially launched in Siena in October 2006 where the third International Meeting
of Working Children will take place.

The founding members of the Forum noted that Globalisation, has over the past decade, transformed
a once predominantly democratic environment to an increasingly authoritarian one. In third world
countries Conventions framed by United Nations Organisations such as the ILO and UNICEF to
defend and uphold Children’s Rights now ironically violate children’s rights in their implementation by
Nation States. Internationally, there has been a deterioration of the ability of working children to
negotiate their position. Where work was seen as a means of escaping the web of poverty and child
labour, now this survival strategy has been criminalized.

It was emphasised that a working children’s movement cannot resolve such issues without adult
support and that local and national movements of working children need adult support. This Forum
has been proposed in response to this need and would carry out a number of important functions.

The mission of the forum would be to advocate, to open, defend, and reclaim spaces for Movements
of Working Children and supporting adults; to serve the movement with information of all kinds; to
provide working children with tools to develop and strengthen their participation, making concrete the
view of children as social actors; and to defend, accompany, and nurture working children’s
protagonism.



Political advocacy is an area in which adequate support has not been provided to working children,
whose interests have been losing out to the ideologies of IPEC and Global March. This Forum has
resolved to accept the responsibility to influence adult society and engage in a co-ordinated campaign
to counter international propaganda against the economic activities of working children. This will be
carried to political and academic forums as well as to the general public through the media.
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The Concerned for working children has been closely involved in the formation and facilitation of the
Bhima Sangha, the National Moment of Working Children (NMW(C), the Asian Regional Movement
and the International Movement of Working Children IMWC) since their origin. It has been quite
concerned about strengthening the Asian Regional Moment of Working children.

During 2005, the NMWC gained a strong reputation in the Region. It has been widely recognised as a
source of inspiration, experience and information by the National movements of working children of
Nepal and Bangladesh.

This was clearly demonstrated at the ‘South Asia Regional Convergence of Representatives of
Working Children’ held at Nepal. Ayamma, the State Secretary of the Bhima Sangha and Ranjeet of
vidiyal vanail Sangham represented the National Movement of Working Children at that meeting.

It was hosted by the child-led National Forum of Working Children-Nepal and brought together 40
children representing national, regional, and local working children’s organisations from India,
Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Tajikistan. However, representatives from the children’s
movements in Afghanistan and Mongolia were not able to join the meeting.

One of the most important outcomes of the Convergence was that the working children’s movements
from Sri Lanka and Tajikistan joined the Working Children’'s Movement making it even stronger. As an
encouraging result of the three days of discussions and interactions, children strengthened the Asian
movement, with a special focus on South and Central Asia.

The children revisited the history of the working children’s movements and celebrated the solidarity of
the International Movement of Working Children they are a part of. This included the noting of the
background and processes that began in Kundapur, India in 1996 and the milestone that was made in
Berlin in 2004.

The children clearly defined their position on child labour.

While stating that they will not accept hazardous and exploitative forms of labour, they added that
they did not agree for abrupt elimination of child labour. They requested their respective governments
to get them involved in the planning and provision of appropriate alternatives for children who are
being stopped from labouring. They recognised that within the South and Central Asian context,
working children experience both good and bad treatment in the workplace. They highlighted that in
good situations, the work they do gives them self-esteem and the means to meet their basic needs. At
the same time, they spoke of the many painful experiences, which are part of their working lives,
many times being exposed to economic and sexual exploitation, discrimination, physical and mental
torture, as well as feelings of insecurity and gender discrimination.

They collectively identified challenges that need to be overcome, and the opportunities that can be
used to move forward. The participants made a commitment to strengthen/create their national
movements.

They underlined the fact that though there are well-intentioned legislations and policies related to
children and child labour in many countries, they are not always congenial to every child's life and
specific situation. Likewise, they strongly felt that children’s participation should be sought out and
actively promoted while developing such policies, given the fact that they know their situation best.



(Based on the note on ‘South and Central Asia Convergence of Working Children,” prepared by Save
the Children — Sweden)

Extracts from the KATHMANDU DECLARATION
From the South and Central Asian Convergence of Wor  king Children-Nepal
25-27 August, 2005

We recognize that 2004 is a remarkable year for the working children’s movement in South and
Central Asia, as well as strengthening the international movement of working children. We are
increasingly taking lead through series of meetings and discussions in national and international
levels to promote our participation in tackling the issue of Child Labour.

One of the most important outcomes of this meeting is that representatives of the working children’s
movement from Sri-Lanka and Tajikistan have joined our Asian Movement making us even
stronger.

As a result of 3 days discussions and interactions, we have strengthened our Asian movement, with
a special focus on South and Central Asia.

We, the representatives of working children’s organisations, who have gathered in the Working
Children’s Regional Convergence in Kathmandu 25" 27" August 2005 declare the following
resolution that is agreed upon by the undersigned children’s representatives:

We believe that we need to come out off the hazardous working situations by means of appropriate
alternatives like respectful, paid work with minimum wage; and standard and equal opportunity of
quality education without discrimination. However, we should not accept the most hazardous forms
of work which is detrimental to our survival and development. We recognize that not only poverty
but low quality education, violence and humiliation at schools can also lead us to drop out of school
and get involved in hazardous work.

Amongst the good things that work brings for us is that we work to meet our livelihood and survival
needs; and meet health support for self and family. Sometimes the work we do gives us the skills
and training.

At the same time we found many painful experiences which are part of our working life and which
are common to all working children in South and Central Asia. Our friends here shared some of
those experiences.

Although there are laws and acts on children and child labour existing in many countries in South
and Central Asia, these are not always congenial towards children. We are never consulted while
formulating laws and policies although we know best about the problems we face. In particular,
children from the so called ‘untouchable’ caste and ‘indigenous’ groups who comprise the majority
of the working children, face extreme discrimination.

The laws are also not accessible to the uneducated community and some members of the law
enforcing agencies are not aware of the law.

However, in the given scenario we also have the history of the movement and getting organized by




ourselves in South and Central Asia. Some of the movements in South and Central Asian countries
have been integral to the process of developing the working children’s own movement throughout
the world. Movements like Bhima Sangha, Bal Mazdoor Union, National Movement of Working
Children in India, National Forum of Working Children in Nepal, National Forum of working Children
in Bangladesh, PRWSWO in Pakistan, and National Working Children’s Forum in Sri-Lanka have
been effectively influencing the formulation of laws and policies. They have influenced and
contributed effectively towards generating like minded movements in other countries. Working
children are increasingly getting organized in the regions.

We make our commitment to pass this message to our other friends in our countries when we are
back and we will help other children to form their organisations and we will make our national
movements even stronger.

Kathmandu, 28 August, 2005
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In order to place increased emphasis on advocacy and communications, the programme, Samvada
was established 1999. Samvada aims at advocacy and policy interventions by CWC and its
constituencies, primarily, children. It enables the children to access the spaces and tools to advocate
for their issues. It also attempts to keep all the issues that are central to CWC alive in the public

domain in order to inform and influence programmes and policies.

SAMVADA'S VISION STATEMENT
A world where all children can create the society of their dreams and are able to express their opinions
through all mediums and in all forums that they either use or design in an informed manner to further

their sustained participation and protagonism.
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Since the formation of the International Movement of Working Children in 1996, The members of
Bhima Sangha have been playing an important role to strengthen their base nationally as well as
internationally.

Bhima Sangha is one of the three founding members of the National Movement of Working Children
(NMWC), which is a common national platform for working children's organisations to unite in order to
fight against exploitation and discrimination of child labourers.

Bhima Sangha hosted the 13™ meeting of the National Movement in Bangalore this year. The press
release by the members of the NMWC eloquently presents its purpose, achievements and the
challenges ahead.



We want to participate to solve our problems —The N ational Movement of working children

"Our National Movement of Working Children (NMWC) is a very important step for us to gain
recognition as citizens and to solve our own problems. Through the NMWC and our respective
organisations, we are committed to ensure that the countless child labourers of our country are
recognised, the real reasons for our difficult circumstances are understood and addressed. Our
vision is of a world where our views are listened to and respected - and all our rights as children are
realised." These were the concluding sentiments expressed at the closing of the 13" National
Meeting of the NMWC on 9 August. We convened a three day meeting at the office of the
Concerned for Working Children (CWC) beginning from 7th till 9th August, 2005.

NMWC has been involved in several national and international processes. We have submitted our
National Report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child in Geneva - as an alternate report; we
have made national and state level submissions regarding the proposed National Children's
Commission; our members are national/regional representatives of the CR4WSF (Children's rights
for World Social Forum) and our representatives have taken part in the United National General
Assembly Special Session on Children in New York; we have been actively involved in National and
State Level consultations on Government's State Plans of Actions.. - these are some highlights of
our 6 year long history.

As the oldest National Movement in the Region, we are committed to build a Regional Level
Movement in collaboration with other partner movements in the Region.

We, the members of NMWC unanimously feel that through the NMWC, we have become stronger
and will continue to work together as member organisations. Our movement is composed of member
organisations of present and former working children. NMWC has made a tremendous impact on us
— personally and organisationally. We have been taking up many social issues such as child
marriage, alcoholism, and countering them in our areas. The values that drive us include Truth,
Love, Compassion and Hope. The Chief Guest of the inauguration of our meeting, Sri. Sathya
vratha, a renowned freedom fighter inspired us to continue to fight for our rights - within our values -
and with a strong sense of responsibility to the society.

Bhima Sangha, Hasiru Sangha and Ele Nakshatra, three working children's organisations of
Karnataka hosted the first ever-National Conference Of Working Children’s Unions in Bangalore. As
an outcome of the National meeting held on November 1999, the National Movement Of Working
Children was formed on November 20" 1999.

Signed:
National Representatives of the NMWC

$IJKOC 5CPIJC "ZRCPUKQP

Existing Sanghas have been strengthened and new Sanghas have been formed in Bangalore (in 30
wards), Bellary and in new Panchayats of Kundapur.
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CWC started its urban programme, Ankur in 1985. Ankur works in three major sectors and in over 30
wards of the Bangalore city. Ankur's activists work towards the empowerment and mobilisation of
working children, their families and communities in the urban areas. This programme is actively
engaged with appropriate education that is children's rights oriented. It is increasingly involved in
countering the ill effects of the present model of globalisation through enhanced civil society
participation of the most marginalised communities.

ANKUR'’S VISION STATEMENT

A world where all marginalised urban children enjoy an environment of safety and are enabled to
actively participate as protagonists at all levels of decision making to determine their lives and that of
their communities and establish urban societies that are free of child labour.
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The CR4WSF, the Group on Children’s Rights in a Globalising World, is an umbrella group which
includes organizations of children, network and alliances working for Children’s Rights in India and
other regions. It seeks to make a coordinated attempt to reflect the centrality of children in agenda of
development with justice and to engage actively in ensuring that the conception of Another World is
child centered with children having a role in defining and determining it.

The CR4WSF was formed in preparation for the fourth WSF which was held in Mumbai in January
2004 .History was created at the WSF4 where, for the first time children made themselves heard in
workshops, seminars and panel discussions putting forward views on how globalization affected their
lives adversely. The visibility that children secured at WSF4 helped in ensuring that Child Right issues
are brought into the center stage of WSF debates.

The CR4WSF believes that it is the right of every child to participate in decisions that affect her/his
life. The Children’s consultation was organized with the aim of creating an opportunity for children to
put forth their views on their current life situation and their aspiration for Another World. It also aimed
at enabling children enhance their information base and capacities to influence their environments
and governments both at Local and National Level.

Sixty Five children from across the country participated in a children’s consultation organized by the
CR4WSF in Konark, Orissa (27-29th June, 2005) to ensure that children’s voices are heard in the
World Social Forum (WSF) processes —starting with the Fourth World Social Forum in Mumbai and
leading up to World Social Fourm 2007. Representatives of Bhima Sangha and National Movement of
Working Children (NMWC) were actively involved in the entire process

The children from Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Delhi, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Orissa,
Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal met for three days to identify and prioritise
various issues that concern children in India.

Kavita Ratna of the CWC was the lead facilitator for this consultation. The children’s consultation was
designed to enable children to understand the impact of globalisation and liberalization on the third
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world. The facilitators also dileanated the grotesque imbalance of power plaguing modern day
democratic institutions and the repurcussions of this.

Children spoke eloquently about the rapid changes that their lives have been undergoing in the past
few years while the adult facilitators enabled them to link these changes to the ever widening net
being cast by Globalisation. Among the issues that most affected children were slum demolitions,
migration, child labour, school related grievances, physical and verbal abuse. Following intensive
discussions, the children chalked out their vision of a New World and framed Plans of Action as the
first minor steps towards realising the Vision. The child participants also critiqued the recent
‘Commission For Protection Of Child Rights Bill 2005 and suggested an alternative, more child
friendly structure, which they submitted to the Indian Government.

The children, in Konark, once again have proved that if provided with an enabling, non-threatening
environment, even the youngest of children, articulate a deep understanding of their current realities
and succinctly put forward what they think needs to be changed. It is worth noting that children not
only had a vision of a new world, but also saw an active role for themselves to create that world.

12



National Level Children’s consultation by CR4WSF at Konark, Orissa

Press Release
We are children from 12 states of India who have come to Konark, Orissa and have over the last 3
days (27-29 June 2005) worked together to discuss about issues that affect us deeply such as civil
society participation in governance, globalization, child abuse & Child Rights. We belong to different
communities, speak different languages, belong to different cultures and have survived various
hardships. Many of us are members of child led organizations and forums that are actively involved

— from local to international levels to improve our own lives and the lives of our communities.

Based on our discussions, we strongly recommend that:
There should be a separate ministry for Children — that is under the watch of children.
The Parliament should take responsibility for violation of children’s rights
There should be a special session in the parliament on children, with children.
In our consultation, we also discussed the proposed The Commission For Protection Of Child
Rights Bill 2005, tabled in the Lok Sabha recently & been referred to the Departmental Standing
Committee regarding which we have the following recommendations to the Government of India.
With regard to the Commission we collectively recommend to the following to the Central
Government:
Defining Age:

The Commission should define children as those who are between 0 to 18 years of age.
Children’s participation in the Commission:

There should be space for consultations with children before the Bill on the commission is
passed and also after the Act is formed.

Children should be a part of establishing the National Commission.

Children should be adequately represented in the National and State Commissions. At the
National Commission, there should be at least 30 child representatives, one from each State
and one at the National level.

The child representatives to the Commission should be selected through a detailed process
and with clear criteria.

Local level children’s forums and organizations are also needed for support system.

Structure:

The Commission will be set up to protect the rights of each one of us, children of India, for
this purpose we do not feel that the present structure is suitable. We propose an alternative
structure given below.

In this structure children of every ward /village will choose a Children’s Friend (Bal Mitra/Makkala
Mitra) based on a criteria. The Children’s Friend is always accessible to children in times of need. If
the children’s friend does not fulfill their responsibility, the children can change the Mitra. These

Children’s Friend will work closely with children’s organizations, children’s Panchayats and the
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adult Panchayat. The Children’s Friend of many village/wards chooses their representative for
Panchayat/municipality/corporation. These Children’s Friends choose their representatives for the
district levels and from the district level the state representatives are chosen for the state
commission. Finally the state representatives choose the members of the National Commission.
Lawyers, doctors and such other people who have expertise in children related issues can support
the Children’s Friend.
State Commission:

The State Commission should be made mandatory.
Age of the members:

The age of the members in the commission should be 20 — 40 years.
Meeting of the Commissions:

The National and the State commissions should meet once in 3 months.
Lodging complaints:

On behalf of the child

victim, other children as well as

The New structure of N.C.C.

The Central Government

adults should be able to lodge

complaints.  These  cases

The State Gowernment

should be solved within one

The District Panchayats |

month.
OO0 | —

Lawyers
Doclors

ol

Others who are
concemed about child
rights help them as

consultants

The Talul Panchayats

QOO |~

Other Children’s
panchayats

Other Districts

Other Taluks

=
i

VILLAGES

During our consultation, we have
also defined the new world of our
vision in which all children realize
all our rights and our views are
respected. We are wiling and
eager to contribute to ensure that
this world is created.

The Gram Sanchayars |
S, 4 (Chldren e ISSUED ON BEHALF OF THE
| PARTICIPATING CHILDREN
i g e e National  Representatives  of
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A unigue consultation took place in Bangalore on July 26", 2005. Children from different parts of
Karnataka, representing different groups of children discussed four proposed State Bills and one
National Bill that relate directly to their lives.

During the Consultation, they learnt about the contents of the Bills and analysed them. They proposed
many additions and modifications to the Bills in order to make them child rights friendly and
appropriate to the poor and most marginalized.

This State level consultation was jointly organised by the Child Rights Trust and The Concerned for
Working Children.

“We children should be involved in formulating and critiquing legislative Bills that have a direct bearing
on our lives” asserted children from different parts of Karnataka at a State Level Consultation jointly
orghanised by The Child Rights Trust and The Concerned for Working Children at Bangalore on July
26"

Inputs regarding ‘Children’s Rights; the structure of our Government; Selection process of
representatives from the Gram Panchayat (local government) up to the parliament, law formulation
process’ etc were given to children as part of the consultation. Children took part in small group
discussions where they examined the present realities and expressed them in the form of
extraordinary skits. They juxtaposed the Bills to these realities and checked if they were appropriate
to children and the poor.

“Compulsory Education should be re-worded as ‘providing free and meaningful education’ said one
group. Another group said, “People in the villages do not have employment during all seasons of the
year. Hunger haunts us. It is Government’s responsibility to ensure that our parents get jobs provide
them give them a decent wage”. “Father, please do not marry me now, | want to study” pleaded a girl
in one of the Skits which depicted how sometimes children are forced into marriage. Children,
through their many forms of expression were unequivocal in saying that these Bills have to focus on
the needs of those who are extremely poor and in most difficult situations.

Children are committed to take back the outcome and insights from this consultation to share with
their friends. Together with them, they wish to convey their recom mendations to the legislators
in their respective areas in order to advocate for child rights friendly laws.

In the beginning of the consultation, children had several questions. “How are laws made?’, “How
does the Government decide when a new law needs to be made?”, “Who will decide whether or not a
law is child rights friendly?”, “Is there any space for children to express their views when laws are
being made?” were some among them. All these were not raised at one go — but they arose as a part
of the design of the consultation process that not only welcomed questions but also facilitated
children to discover the answers.

Children also opined that only if the Bills take into account the views and opinions of children in
different parts of the State can they become holistic. They recommended that the Government should
carry out consultations in different parts of the State in order collect and consolidate what children feel
about these Bills.

A full report of the Consultation will be available soon. If you would like to receive a copy, do let us
know.

Views related to The Karnataka Compulsory Primary E  ducation Bill

1. Compulsory Education should be re-worded as ‘providing free and meaningful education’.
2. ‘Education’ should not be limited to primary education. It should include the education required
for children below the age of six years as well as vocational training/skill building.

15




3. Children with disabilities should have special facilities in school. They should be provided
special education, if needed. They should not be subjected to any form of discrimination.

4. People who are able to provide children all facilities in school as well as respond to the needs
and difficulties of children (keeping in mind their family background) should be appointed as
teachers.

5. Parents should also take the responsibility of, and be concerned about the education of
children.

6. Free education should not be limited to 10" standard. It should extend beyond class 10.

7. School and other educative environments should compulsorily include opportunities for
children’s sports and recreation.

8. In many schools the quality of teachers and teaching methods must improve.

9. Education should be in accordance with children’s rights.

&GXGNQRKPI C /IGFKC %QFG HQT VJG 4GCMKW&WKQP QH %JKNFT

The Media Code of Conduct is a code developed by CWC in consultation with children, other
organizations working with children’s issues and media persons, on how the media should protect and
promote the rights of children in the design, production and distribution of media.

In order to compile the Media Code of Conduct to Realise Children’s Rights, a consultation was
organized with Bhima Sangha members wherein they commented on the main sections of the Code
and suggested changes that were then duly incorporated. The Bhima Sangha members drew from
their experiences with mainstream media and skillfully dissected the relationship between media and
children. Their very valuable analyses went a long way into making the Media Code as sharp and

realistic as it is currently. To order the Media Code, email cwc@pobox.com

There were three primary arenas for examination in evolving the Working Draft of the Media Code of
Conduct:

Children as ‘producers’ of Media
Themes include Children as creators of media in society; Creating spaces for children’s
expression and opinions of realities around them

Children as ‘users’ of Media
Themes include Children’'s Access to Media; Right to information; Children's Rights
Programming of content, Right to protection from harmful content

Children as ‘subjects’ of Media
Themes include Children as subjects rather than objects of the media; Right to protection from
misrepresentation and stereotyping; Right to privacy, confidentiality and dignity.

*WOCP 4KIJVU CPF /IGFKC %YQPHGTGPEG

The Human Rights and Media Conference took place in May 2005. It was organised with the objective
of creating a forum for Media professionals and human rights activist to interact with each other and
critically analyse the other’s role and realities in the context of today’'s rapidly globalising world.
Journalists, media persons and NGO activists from around the region attended in full force. The
Conference focused on initiating a discussion around issues surrounding representation of certain
groups in the media. CWC actively campaigned for a space for children in the conference and was
successful in getting it.

Members of Bhima Sangha made use of this space creatively and forcefully — articulating several well

detailed views on the media. They spoke about how they were misrepresented in the media
repeatedly. They highlighted the Media's stereotyping of children based on their socio-economic
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backgrounds. They spoke of condescending content dished out in ‘children’s pages’, reducing them to
mere targets of advertising and consumers of ‘appropriate entertainment’. They spoke of their
absence in the production of media and displayed examples of how powerful child-produced media
can be. Overall, their presentation was very well received and prompted some encouraging and
some critical responses from the media persons present there.

CWC'’s ‘The Media Code to Realise Children’s Rights’ was released in the Conference.

%IJKNFTGP 5C[ 0Q VQ %JKNF /CTTKCIG

The Bhima Sangha State Committee took a decision in their latest meeting to launch a campaign
against Child Marriage. They decided to collaborate with CWC in designing and executing the
Campaign. They conducted signature campaigns, spoke about child marriage in local schools and
performed plays and dramas on the issue. They used the publicity material developed by CWC in
spreading awareness and initiated discussions on the subject in their communities. In Holagundi in
Bellary, Bhima Sangha members were already involved in a tough battle to stop child marriages from
taking place. This campaign helped ease their struggle by enabling them to address the issue in a
non-confrontational way.

Building a state-wide Campaign against the practice of child marriages

Child Marriage has been one of CWC's major focus areas since 2002, when Uchengemma, at the
time 15 and the President of Bhima Sangha boldly refused to get married despite enormous pressure
from her family and community. Our struggle against child marriage has not been an easy one,
despite law being on our side. Many members of the community express displeasure and anger over
Bhima Sangha’s and CWC's actions to prevent child marriages. They have repeatedly told us not to
interfere in their personal matters. "If our children remain unmarried, are you ready to take their
responsibility?" they challenge us. All the information we have been sharing about the ill effects of
child marriage on children and our extensive discussions have borne some fruit. Most of all, children
themselves, both boys and girls, now have very strong opinions against child marriage and that has
begun to show positive results.

The 'Say Not to Child Marriage’ Campaign was kickstarted by us in October in response to a growing
need felt on the field for stronger policy level interventions to tackle child marriages. While combatting
the practice head on with communities is always necessary, we felt that our efforts would be thrust
many steps forward if we advocated for much stronger law enforcement. That way our efforts on field
would be complemented by a more vigilant administration with the power to take stern action.
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November 14, 2005 - Children compel the Government to make Karnataka *  Child marriage
free’

In preparation for the Campaign, a petition was drafted by us and publicity material was developed.
Many NGOs and children's organisations from around the State became campaign members and
regular Campaign meetings were held to discuss strategies and plans. The petition was submitted to
the Chief Minister and other ministers and high ranking government officials. With no response
forthcoming from the Government, the Campaign decided to approach the Chief Minister on the
Children's Day Programme on November 14.

"Children of the entire State of Karnataka are eagerly awaiting to hear your response to our repeated
petitions and letters to stop child marriages in our State" was the statement made to Sri. Dharam
Singh, the Chief Minister of Karnataka, by 5 young delegates of the Campaign "Say No to Child
marriage" at the State Organised Children’s Day celebrations in Bal Bhavan, Bangalore today. They
were disappointed to only get "l will look into this matter" as an answer from the Chief Minister.

As a part of a State-wide campaign, the young delegates represented
over 7,500 children and adults from around the State who have
extended their solidarity to this campaign. At the State Programme,
children also submitted their petition to Sri. Rama Linga Reddy, Minister
of Public Instruction and Smt. Baghirathi Marulu Siddana Gowda,
M Minister, Department of Women and Child Development. Both have
gassured their support to the campaign.

e N ;
Bhima Sangha members sitting in the auditorium
where the children’s day programme was on

This campaign, initiated by the Concerned for Working Children, Bhima Sangha and Namma Sabha,
has gained significant momentum in the past few weeks due to the enthusiastic support of children,
their organisations, women’s groups, NGOs and the concern of the media.

The petition that includes specific recommendations to the head of the State on the actions that have
to be taken immediately to address the problem of child marriages has already been endorsed by
citizens in Bellary, Davangere, Bangalore, Udupi and North Kanara Districts. In Bangalore City, the
children and adults of areas such as Banashankari, K.R. Market, Byappanahalli, Shivaji Nagar,
Gulbarga Colony, Old and New Guddadahalli, Koramangala, Cubbon Park and Yeshwanthpur have
carried out signature campaigns in support of this movement.

At a 300 strong gathering at the Gandhi Statue this morning from children’s organisations such as
Ele Nakshatra Sangha, Hasiru Sangha, Bhima Sangha, Schools children’s organisations, Makkala
Panchayats and NGOs such as World Vision, APSA, Pipal tree, Open Space and others have
expressed their commitment to sustain this movement until the practice of child marriage is totally
eradicated in our State.
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CWC's rural project was started in 1989 in order to address the issue of child labour in a holistic and
sustainable manner by stemming the trend of migration of rural children to urban centres in search of
work. Gramashrama presently works in 4 rural districts and in over 70 Panchayats in order to evolve
a child centered, comprehensive development paradigm in partnership with children, women and

other stakeholders.

CWC successfully expanded its programmes to cover 56 Panchayats in Udupi District, two
Panchayats in North Kanara, one Panchayat each in Bellary and Davanagere Districts.

Of the 56 Panchayats in Kundapur Taluk in Udupi District, many Panchayats have become totally
child labour free as we have been reporting over the years. In all the other Panchayats, the child
labour figures have dropped very significantly and the members of those communities have
expressed their commitment to address the issues of working children as top priority.

MAKKALA PANCHAYAT TOOFAN'S VISION STATEMENT

A world where all rural societies provide all their children with the opportunity to participate as
protagonists and realise, experience and practice all their rights, access political space and positively
influence all levels of decision making concerning their lives.

%IJKNFTGP CPF 6TCPURQTYV

In 2004, Children from 56 Panchayats of Kundapur Taluk prepared their own plans and integrated into
the 10" National Five-Year Plans. One of children’s priorities in their 5 year plan was the issue of
inadequate transport facilities. The list included issues such as availability of roads, poor condition of
roads, lack of appropriate footbridges and bridges, lack of streetlights and other problems related to
transport to access various resources in their village. As these issues were discussed with children,
they felt that in order to address some of their problems they had to have more information about the
nature and extent of the problem as faced by children.

At the same time CWC had a request from the University of Durham, UK, to conduct a study on
children’s mobility and access problems, supported by DFID, UK. This was proposed to be a three-
country study in India, Ghana and South Africa. The outcome of the study would result influencing
DFID’s policy and programmes in child mobility projects. When this idea was proposed to CWC, we
insisted that such a study should be done by the affected children themselves and not by outside
researchers. We had to do intense negotiation with all the partners in the project to make this
agreeable to all. We argued that only children will be able to find out and tell us what really their
transport and access problems are; if only they get to know their problems can they act on them to
change their situations. Though initially there was a lot of reluctance and doubt on the part of the
other partners of children’s ability to do such a complex study, CWC's experience and illustrated
examples of children doing their own research, helped the partners to agree on research by children.
CWC was requested to design the research methodology and develop appropriate tools, which could
be adapted in all the three countries.

Subsequently, CWC organised a training workshop in October, for all the adult partners from Ghana,
South Africa and UK, with a group 29 school going and working children from three of the Panchayats
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in which CWC works. There were both boys and girls, all of them aged between 10 to 18 years. The
main workshop focused on children acquiring research skills and in the process facilitating them to
design a research methodology for the study on their transport and access problems as well as to
develop tools to collect information. At the same time adults learnt how to facilitate such processes
with children and got additional inputs on whole paradigm of children’s rights, their participation and
protagonism; principles of children doing their own research and the ethics of adults facilitating
research by children. As an outcome of the 5-day workshop, a pre-tested research methodology was
developed and a set of tools was developed by child participants.

They returned home with the conviction and specific plan to pursue the study in their respective
villages.

"Everyday | wait for morning here in Namma Bhoomi; everything goes according to time. | learnt to
collect information and to interact with people. We will go back to our village and make sure that we
collect more information and do something about our problems"

Bhavyashri from Ajri, one of the child participants at the workshop

The adult participants had discovered something absolutely new. They went back with a clear
conviction and commitment to empower children, enabling them to collect, analyse and use
information.

"l did not expect such a marvelous experience and it was totally different from what | thought before
coming here. The kids sitting here have been marvelous. They have taught me things that | have
never known before. | have been doing research in transport for the last 24 years and | have learned
more in these 5 days than those 24 years, from you children. | have also realised that | had ignored a
very significant group of people in all my research, that is children. | am carrying back to Ghana very
memorable ideas. Something interesting is going on here that we have not seen before — "children
planning their own life". | will leave a promise with you that | will do my best to uphold what you are
doing here in Ghana. | wish you all the happiness."

Prof. Albert Abane, Head, Department of Geography, Tourism and Transport, University of Cape
Coast, Ghana—A participant at the workshop

The participants at the inception workshop identified more children in their villages to conduct the
study. They are using various methods such as observation mapping, participatory rapid appraisal
(PRA), interview, observation mapping, flash card case profile activity, focus group discussion, etc. to
collect information. The field study is being done by children. Child researchers have completed their
PRA in all the Panchayats. They are administering other tools of information collection.

Representative child researchers from India, South Africa and Ghana will meet in Ghana on the
completion of their study to develop strategies and tools for advocacy and negotiation and to share
their experiences among themselves. On completion of the study the child researchers would work
towards addressing the issues they identified in various ways---advocate with the government at the
local, taluk, district and state levels, mobilise children and their community to deal with some of the
issues---ensure that they use the information collected to change their situation.
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The Center for Applied Research and Documentation (CARD) was established (1989) in response to
the need for a sound information base on the issue of Children's rights. CARD aims to consolidate
the work experience of the CWC, its constituencies and other grassroots organisations into
transferable forms of information; to forge links with other organisations for the purpose of advocacy
and to provide the information base required to make interventions at the national level and State

levels.

CARD’S VISION STATEMENT

A world where all children, especially marginalised children, have control over all relevant and
appropriate information concerning their lives; where they access, analyse, use, document and
manage information that promotes and advocates their participation and protagonism towards

exercising and realising their rights.

#FQNGUEGPEG YQTMUJQRU

As a result of the 'Adolescence workshops' conducted by the CWC for 1,700 school children in
collaboration the State Education Department, children have been inspired to form their own
organisation for their participation and empowerment. This has been a strong binding force to expand
CWC'’s work into 56 Panchayats. As a result, children have been able to disseminate the information
they received with their families, friends, neighbours etc. This has been an empowering programme
for children & adults as well. It has very positively influenced the Influencing teachers/education dept.
in Bangalore, Sirsi, Bellary and Kundapur. The members of the communities, esp. children are now
able to sexuality rights issues. They have been able to take strong positions against serious issues
such as child marriage, sexual abuse, female foeticide etc. The Handbook "Our bodies, our minds"
(Kannada) dealing with the issues mentioned above is being included as a part of the school
curriculum.

The “Awareness Programme for Adolescent Girls”, is a government programme under the Sarva
Shikshana Abhyan, Education department. The Sarva Shikshana Abhiyan (SSA) is a national policy
that aims to have all children completing eight years of primary schooling by 2010 and to narrow
gender gaps in school enrolment. Hence, particular emphazise is given to girl children’ education
througth various initiatives that allows them to access to different education opportunities and to
acquire foundamental life information. The Awareness Education Programme is directed to the
adolescent girls between the age of 9 to 14 years old, to give them information about personhood,
human anatamy and sexuality, menstruation, reproduction, health and hygiene, nutrition, gender
discrimination, child rights, significance of children’s organisation, etc.

As CWC had previous experience of working on sexuality issues under the MacArthur Leadership
Development project, decided to present a proposal to the Education Department to conduct the
workshops for the adolescent school girls in Kundapur Taluk. Secondly, it is an opportunity for CWC
to mainstream sexuality issues into its main programmes. Thirdly, as CWC has started working in all
the 56 Panchayats of Kundapur Taluk, it would be a strong base to reach school children and form
the base for school children’s organisation in order to enhance their participation at different levels.

Knowing about the experience of CWC in organizing a similar programme and in facilitating
processing with children, the Education Department accepted its proposal. Between CWC and the
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department, it was decided that a total of 600 adolescent girls (12-14 years) will be trained in 12
workshops of 4 days each. It was scheduled from June 19" to August 25", 2005.

While planning the workshop, the main objective of CWC has been to start an empowering process
providing the girls with proper and accurate information on sexuality, gender and rights issues. The
modules and the activities were designed to facilitate their active participation, enabling them not only
to understand the different concepts and information but also to enhance their attitudes. Becoming
aware of the misconceptions and wrong perceptions developed by the society, the girls will get a base
to develop their personality and affirm their identity beyond all the social prescriptions.

Follow-up after the workshop:

The girls who participated in the workshops went back and shared the information learnt during the
workshop with their girl classmates and friends, siblings, family members, teachers, neighbours, etc.
In some schools, they also shared the information with boys. They said that they were hesitant while
sharing with boys and they were not able to share information related to menstruation, reproducation,
etc. with boys.

Responses from children who were part of workshop;

“| explained about menstruation process with my parents and neighbours. | discussed that menstrual
blood is neither bad or impure. One of my friends had her first menstration at the same time when | got
back from the workshop. Her parents performed many rituals related to menstruation and made her to
sit inside the house for those 7 days. When | came to know about this, | argued with them that
menstruation is not bad or impure and it is a natural process. But they didn’t agree with me saying that
it is our traditional custom and how can we disobey the same.” — a participant from Kollur Panchayat

“1 argued with my parents about menstruation saying its not a bad process. If so, then what would you
do if the Godess menstruate? Will you keep her idol outside? ..then they couldn’t answer back to me.
They said its our culture and it has been followed since our ancestoral time.” — a participant from
Mowvvadi Panchayat

“l explained to my mother about sex determination and | told her that it doesn’t depend on women. My
mother said that | am small and | should not speak as if | know everything”. — A participant from Kollur
Panchayat.

In many schools, teachers responded that some of the kids have changed a lot after getting back from
the workshop; the way they talk, attitude, level of participation, etc. Some teachers are giving time to
the partcipants during the lessons to share with their classmates. When this is not possible, the girls
are using their play-time to talk about the information they gained.

“ Before sending the girls, | had to brief them about the workshop. As | was not so comfortable to tell
them, | asked two of the lady teachers to inform the girls that they will learn about menstruation and
other related information. But when the kids came back from the workshop, they didn’t feel hesitant to
share what had they learnt during the workshop and they even shared that they learnt about
menstruation, reproduction, etc. | was really amazed to see them so confident to talk about such
information.”- Head master from Kome school, Thekkatte Panchayat.

Sometime, the way in which they share the information is really surprising: in Trasi Panchayat the
girls have prepared the same materials and charts used during the workshop. In many other schools
they have explained the different matters conducting the same activities with their peers.

In some schools the children started their own organisation after they returned from the workshop.
They involved the other children explaining them why they need an organization and what they can
achieve through it. They meet in the school, in the free time and use their meetings to share songs
and information.
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Anyway there are also some cases in which the girls were not able to share their experience and to
face the hesitation of the other people to speak about these issues. Mainly the major difficulties are in
discussing with the boys, that often are not even involved in the sangha, and with parents and
teachers. It's clear that the sharing of such sensitive issues can’t be an immediate process and that
it's necessary to develop strategies to support the girls in this important role.

CWC is now designing two different handbooks, one for the children above 14 years old, containing
all the information provided during the workshop and one suitable for younger kids, in which more
simple information will be given through some stories. They are being prepared after consultations
with the girls themselves, in which they expressed the kind of information and the pictures they
wanted to be included and their level of comfort in using it at home and at school. The DDPI (Deputy
Director of Public Instruction) of Udupi district, will approve them and write the foreword before they
would be distributed in the schools.

School Children’s Sanghas

Over a 100 school children Sanghas now dot the Kundapur landscape, challenging the political
structures and hierarchies of the area — in a simple and yet, powerful manner. These Sanghas were
formed by enthusiastic participants of the Adolescent Girls Workshops conducted by CWC in
association with the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan (SSA), Government of Karnataka. The Sangha
members are girls aged 10 — 14 who have already started questioning reigning norms and
superstitions surrounding sexuality and girls. They are also trying to infiltrate the power structures at
the Panchayat level and are advocating for their issues and problems to be given the attention they
deserve. All the Sanghas are trying to expand their membership and to publicise their mission and
goals.

How Children Visualize/Dream the Future Roles and G rowth of Children’s Sangha’s

Although the Children’s Sangha’s are in their initial stages CWC wanted to get an understanding of
how children visualize the future growth of their Sangha’s. Some children had not thought about this yet
but even in asking the question they began some discussion on this topic. Many of the Sangha’s who
did answer stated that they wanted to be able to solve problems related to their school or village. A
majority of Sangha’s also mentioned that they wanted to have a large number of members and they
wanted to be well recognized in the community and surrounding areas.

The following are some examples of what children said:

“We should be strong, be published in the newspaper, and should solve all problems such as
no playground, improper school toilets, drainage, streetlights, electricity, compound, dangerous
traffic.” — Kollur, Kollur School

“Our Sangha should be aware of dangers such as smoking, alcoholism. We should make
programs about gender discrimination/dowry, child selling for money. We should remove corruption
in politics, not spoil public property, and address issues like street lights.” - Kirimanjeshwar,
Kirimanjeshwar School

“We should discuss issues with Panchayat members and solve village problems. We want to
be strong enough to take up any social activities in our village.” - Hakladi, Hakladi School |

“In the future we want to organize a Makkala Panchayat.”- Vandse, Vandse School

“We want to bring good to our school and village. We want to fix electricity and bring power to
our village. We want a village development program.” - Allur, Allur School

“We want to help the poor people, disabled people, and working children.” - Judkal, Judkal
Higher Primary School

Sangha Names
Each Sangha had started with the initial task of picking a name for their organization. These names
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seemed to act as part of their initial identity. In the majority of discussions children were able to answer
why they had chosen their names with conviction and passion. The names chosen were well thought
out and have some representation of what their Sangha means to them. When asked about the
process of choosing these names all Sangha’s said that the some one said a name and then the
decision was unanimous. The following are just a few examples of some of the names chosen and why
they were chosen.

Simha - Lion - "We want our Sangha to have the same mightiness as a lion."
Ampar, Jaivharathi School

Spoorthi - Inspiration - "Our Sangha should be an inspiration to villagers."
Vandse, Vandse School and Hattiangadi, Kanyana School

Tyaga - Sacrifice - "We arrived at this name because we want to sacrifice
for the development of the village and without sacrifice we get nowhere."
Shankaranarayana, Bailoor School

Extract from Documenting the Initial Processes of Children Forming their own Sangha’s, Jennifer Scott,
BSW

University of Victoria, Canada
Intern for The Concerned for Working Children - September to December 2005

%QORKNCVKQP QH YCTF RNCPU KP $CPICNQTG

90 members of Bhima Sangha Bangalore and 105 children from Government schools have developed
plans for their 4 Wards based on their consultation with over 2500 children and adults members of
their communities. These plans have been submitted to the concerned Corporators and Members of
the State Assembly.

6TCKPBRREIP¥EBV TG

4GIKQPCN 4GUQWTEG %GPVTGU
Namma Bhoomi provides Vocational training for former child workers in order to empower them and to
enhance their professional skills. Their training includes inputs in rights and life-skills as well as
opportunities to pursue formal education. CWC's regional resource centers are located in Udupi, North
Kanara and Bellary districts to cater to the needs of the three regions it works in. These centers are
also the venue for capacity building programmes for a wide range of stakeholders who include
members of the Education Department, Panchayat members, Police, media persons etc.

NAMMA BHOOMI'S VISION STATEMENT

A world where children are free and respected and have access to mechanisms that enable them to
be agents of socio-cultural, political and economic change by developing their self-reliance and
qualities of leadership.
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At Namma Bhoomi, Kundapur (CWC regional training center) 106 children from various regions
received vocational training in the various trades such as carpentry, garments, computer, electrical
and wiring and stone carving. At the training Center in Bellary, 22 youth from Holagundi region have
completed 2 months long, short duration skill upgrading training in weaving designs. Now they have
set up a production unit at a training centre. 29 children and women have graduated from Isloor
training centre in garments training. Now they have started a production unit. 35 children who are
below the age of 14 are going to formal school through Namma Bhoomi.

Vocational training programmes are conducted in Kundapur, Sirsi and Bellary. 83 children have
undergone vocational training in Kundapur. The Namma Bhoomi Makkala Panchayat elections have
taken place and the members have received orientation. 7 students from among the current batch of
Namma Bhoomi were elected to the Makkala Panchayat there. Each one of them holds a different
ministerial post in charge of various fields like ‘Vocational Training’, * Education’, * Hygiene’ etc. The
Makkala Panchayat meets once a week to discuss particular issues that have come to its attention in
the past week and to manage routine affairs. Amongst its routine responsibilities are managing the
students food and accommodation, pumping water, issuing books and other stock, monitoring the
yoga classes and sports activities, purchasing groceries etc.

Issues that periodically come up include fights between students, instances of theft, indiscipline, poor
attendance in yoga classes, gutkha chewing to name a few. These are raised at the Makkala
Panchayats and resolved through discussions - the adult members of the Namma Bhoomi are
requested to join in when necessary. A Makkala Gram Sabha is held once every 15 days where the
Makkala Panchayat body gets to learn of the concerns of their constituency.

The training programme at Sirsi was commenced in 2004. The training programme has already
generated a lot of interest and has given our field programmes increased visibility.

&QEWOGPVCVKQP

Case studies are often illuminating and they through up insights on the problems as well as successful
strategies.

During the year, several interesting case studies have been collected. These case studies
demonstrate the initiatives of the communities to fight against alcohol abuse. They include
examples of individual children who have used innovative methods to convince their parent
to reduce their alcohol consumption.

Another case study is an example of a wise wife who took over the family responsibility which
included the financial transactions so as to ensure that her husband did not have access to
money to spend on alcohol. In yet another case study, how a family took over the
responsibility of running the house for a similar reason is explained.

There are also several examples where women and children with the help of some men in
the community and the Police have closed down the unlicensed alcohol shops in 2 situations.

There are also case studies that document the challenges faced by children and women who
have led the struggles against liquor abuse. Women, especially have been subjected to a
wide range of problems when the raised their voices.

The successes, as well as the challenges are being shared among the members of different,
communities. They energise children and women to take this struggle forward.
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Namma Sabha has emerged as a strong and vociferous group over the past few years. Born out of
the need for continuity and unity felt by a few former Bhima Sangha members, Namma Sabha has
matured into a youth group with it's own voice, mandate and agenda over the years. It advocates for
the rights of the youth to participate and shape the world in their image. It protests against the
exploitative and unjust form of globalisation thrust upon the world and fights for the opportunities to
counter these trends. It has formed strong links with the Norwegian Youth Group, PRESS and is
presently discussing an exchange programme with them.

Namma Sabha has new member groups in several areas of Bangalore city.

Namma Sabha has inducted several new members in 2004 and has started new chapters in
Kundapur and Bangalore. It has attended international youth meetings held in India and in Norway.
Namma Sabha plays an important role in supporting Bhima Sangha in all its programmes, when
required. For example, Namma Sabha assisted Bhima Sangha in their election-related advocacy and
anti-child marriage campaigns.

6UWPCOK 4GNKGH 9QTM
Representatives of Namma Sabha went to the Andaman and Nicobar Islands and took part in the

rehabilitation work. CWC is exploring the possibility of long-term engagement with the Islands to
facilitate people’s and children’s participation.

0COOC 5CDJC '"ZEJCPIG 2TQITCOOG

Namma Sabha has held discussions with youth groups in Norway and has begun discussions with the
PRESS group regarding the setting up of an International Youth Movement.

CWC facilitated the participation of Namma Sabha in the Exchange programme with the PRESS
Group. Ms. Parvathi and Mr. Balasubramanyam are presently in Norway.

26



7TDCP 2QQT CPF /KITCPVU

'UECNCVKPI RGPPETWBI[CUGF OKITCVKQP QH VJG RQQT

The past decade has seen a drastic increase in the number of migrant communities that are
becoming increasingly vulnerable. Men, women and children are forced to leave their homes in
search of livelihoodsIn their new homes. Migrant families from North Karnataka and other parts of the
country where rains have failed and severe droughts persist are forced to migrate to cities in
increasing numbers.

Some highly transient and some less so, their rights are violated with little or no recourse to justice.
The laws and policies that are meant to address their needs are inadequate and they are
systematically excluded from the civil society. These communities need assistance to get mobilised in
order to be taken note of by the government and the society.

In 2005, CWC work with the members of marginalised communities began to gain momentum.

Early in the year, we conducted a comprehensive study and survey of migrant communities in the
Udupi and Manipal regions. We have been noticing that the intensity of the migrant labour force
especially children was on the rise. The study revealed that the families at the work site live in
extremely difficult, risky and hazardous environment and that their wages are very low. The study
points to the start contrast between the policies government and multinational corporates and their
practice, especially the labour practices. This study on its completion would be a good advocacy
instrument to negotiate with government and corporates, especially on labour and employment
conditions.
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CWC'’s work presently covers 20,500 women and men of whom over 1000 are elected Panchayat
members and 500 are members of migrant families. As one of the major aims of our work is to ensure
civil society participation of women, CWC designed and conducted a pre-election training programme
for 44 women candidates from the Taluk. After the elections, CWC conducted a workshop on
‘decentralisation’ and Toofan Structures to the newly elected members. 60 members from the dalit
communities part in this. This was followed by a workshop exclusively for women members — in which
211 members from 46 Panchayats took part.

During 2005, members of the various women’s groups came together at Taluk level consultation that
was jointly organised by a collective committed to decentralisation. CWC is a founding member of this
collective. In this consultation 181 members came together to form the “District level federation” for
decentralisation — and this federation has made a strong committment to support the participation of
women and children in local governance.

In a move to work concretely with other relevant stake holders, following an MOU signed by CWC
with the Superintendent of Police of Udupi District, CWC has conducted "Children's Rights and
Gender Issues" related training to the entire polic e force of the District — that covers close to 600
police personnel from the constable to the Superintendent of the District. This has already had
tremendous positive impact on the issue of children and women the district.

CWC works closely with more than 300 women’s groups. (149 groups on a regular basis and the rest
during capacity building exercises)

During this reporting period, in Kundapur the women’s groups have been facilitated to form the
Panchayat level Federation, as well as a Taluk Level Federation. The Taluk Federation meets once in
3 months.

81 members representing this federation have taken part in Gender related training programmes
organsied by CWC.

ICKPUVTGCOKPI #EVKQP CICKPUV 5WDUVCPEG #DWUG CPF #NE!

Prior to our work in the programme areas, alcoholism and substance abuse were highly prevalent.
Their consequent adverse affects such as violence, anti-social activities and crime were widely
visible. Children and women were the groups most severely affected by this problem. With the drastic
reduction in stable employment opportunities for the middle and lower income groups and the further
marginalisation of the marginalised, alcohol and substance abuse were steadily on the rise. The liquor
lobby had capitalised on the societal insecurities with moves to make liquor easily and readily
available in the remotest corners of the country.
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The State Government is presently considering increasing the number of liquor shops. Recently the
Excise Minister announced that the Government may issue new licences for one new shop per 1000
population. Government is only taking into account the revenue earnings from the sale of liquor.

At present, there is high degree of unrest, aggression, violence, vulnerability and tensions in the
families and communities due to alcohol abuse. This is especially visible in low income families. In
addition to the violence and deprivation they face within their homes, the children from these
households are constantly humiliated by peer groups and others in the community. They are
considered good for nothing, irresponsible, lacking in family dignity etc. Children report that they find
this extremely embarrassing.

Sensitisation on issues of alcohol and addiction has become mainstreamed into different
organisations like Bhima Sangha, Namma Sabha as well as CWC’s programming in a sustained
manner. In all our activities, we have incorporated the elements of alcohol abuse in an integrated
manner along with other cross cutting themes such as discrimination and HIV.

A manuscript of a detailed study on Alcohol and substance abuse and some of the important
interventions in this region are available for wide circulation. These have become a good tool for
children and women to refer to plan their strategies in the Panchayats.

In the programme areas of Kundapur Taluk, members of the school children’s organisations, Makkala
Panchayats, Namma Sabha, Women self-help groups and Panchayat members are taking up the
responsibilities to build a movement to address the issue of alcohol abuse. They have also
successfully involved other People’s Organisations, politicians and influential persons in this
movement against alcohol abuse.

The members of Bhima Sangha, school children’s organisations, Makkala Panchayats, Namma
Sabha and women’s organisations are building up a community-based movement against
consumption and sale of alcohol in their areas.

Presently they are planning to start a forum at their Taluk and District levels to gain more strength to
fight against this issue. Amazingly, a significant number of Panchayat Presidents and other members
are beginning to get involved extensively in this struggle.

At present the Panchayat members have a federation at Taluk level. Some of the members of this
federation are now proposing to raise the issue of alcohol abuse in their Federation. So the issue of
alcohol abuse is no longer seen as an issue related only to a few individuals/families. It has become
noted as an important issue that concerns the entire community.

There is a significant reduction in the sale and consumption of alcohol in the 56 Panchayats. Many
individuals have reported reduced consumption of alcohol. This year at least 3 unlicensed shops were
closed down in different areas as a result of this struggle.

Children of 56 Panchayats of Kundapur, during their major research work for the Five Year Planning
process have identified the alcohol abuse related issues and several of them have prioritised this
issue for urgent action. Plans related to addressing the issue are now part of the official plan
document of their Panchayats. Presently, they are demanding the Panchayats to take necessary
action to address the problems they have raised related to the issue.

Sensitisation on issues of alcohol and addiction has become mainstreamed into different
organisations like Bhima Sangha, Namma Sabha as well as CWC’s programming in a sustained
manner. In all our activities, we have incorporated the elements of alcohol abuse in an integrated
manner along with other cross cutting themes such as discrimination and HIV.

In our training programmes for the Police, adolescent girls, Panchayat members etc. there have been
inputs and discussions related to the issue. As a result of this sustained emphasis, alcohol abuse is
an important agenda in all our constituencies. This is an issue being strongly tabled in all platforms
including the Gram Sabha and Ward Sabha meetings at the village.
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Various strategies and success stories have been documented. These are based on the experiences
of the community such as closure of alcohol shops and reduction in the consumption of alcohol.
Sharing of experiences both directly and through documents, has led to solidarity among different
groups to take their struggle forward. They have also inspired a large number of groups to start the
struggle in their own areas.

A team of trainers consisting of representatives of children, youth and women is present in the
programme areas to build capacities of the other members of their communities. Now they are not
only effective communicators, but are also able to transfer their knowledge base to a very wide reach
of children and youth in their respective areas.

IKETQHKPCPEG 5VWF|

A Study of the impact of micro finance programmes on women and children: Representative members
of the women’s groups that we facilitate conducted a study on the impact of micro finance
programmes on women and children. This is part of a 4-country study, namely India, Egypt, Bolivia
and Tanzania. Our women’s group members were interested in doing the study, because they would
be able to equip themselves with research skills; they would be able to understand the negative
impacts of micro finance programmes and negate such impacts as well understand the operation of
successful MF programmes to integrate into their activities.
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CWC works in very close partnership with Local Governments and has signed MOUs with them in all
the Toofan Panchayats. This close collaboration now extends up to the District Level. CWC has
membership on several district level Boards set up to address issues such as child protection, rural
development, education, self-help groups etc. CWC is also a member of special committee set up to
develop the State’s Plan of Action.

CWC has made significant strides in enabling and advocating for Civil Society participation in
Karnataka in 2005.

The Panchayat elections that took place in 2005 have been very positively impacted upon by our
programme interventions. The intensive training inputs we have provided to the election candidates
prior to the elections, follow up work and inputs to the elected candidates — with a special focus on the
representatives of women and more marginalised sections of the society have made this possible.

CWC designed and conducted a pre-election training programme for 44 women candidates from the
Taluk.

After the elections, CWC conducted a workshop on ‘decentralisation’ and Toofan Structures to the
newly elected members. 60 members from the dalit communities part in this. This was followed by a
workshop exclusively for women members — in which 211 members from 46 Panchayats took part.

This was followed by a consultation on ‘Decentralisation and women’ organised by CWC in which L.

C. Jain and Devaki Jain were the main resource persons. About 50 took part in this consultation. The
issues raised during this consultation were presented at the Taluk Level consultation that followed.

The Taluk level consultation was jointly organised by a collective committed to decentralisation. CWC
is a founding member of this collective. In this consultation 181 members came together to form the
“District level federation”  for decentralisation.

In addition to the existing Makkala Panchayats and Task Forces, a new Makkala Panchayat has been
formed in Isloor Panchayat and a Task Force has been set up.

OCVKQPCN 2QNKE]

31



'FWECVKQP
#RRTQRTKCVG 'FWECVKQP 2TQITCOOG

CWC'’s education programme was commenced as a concrete intervention in formal school system to
ensure that schools provided appropriate and meaningful education to children so that children
would not only continue their schooling but also benefit from it. In CWC's strategies, educating is
linked to empowering children to participate in decision-making and take control of their own
education. In our programme areas, social mobilisation and participation of children has created a
larger climate for fearless interaction inside the school — children, parents and Panchayat leaders —
all of them engage with the school on a day-to-day basis. In addition to our policy level intervention
through the NCERT and school children’s protagonism (see earlier sections of the report), 90
members of Bhima Sangha Bangalore and 105 children from Government schools have developed
plans for their 4 Wards based on their consultation with over 2500 children and adults members of
their communities. These plans have been submitted to the concerned corporators and Members of

the State Assembly.

CWC has competence in the area of education and has recognition and acceptance by the formal
education in Karnataka. The impact of its Appropriate Education Programme (AEP) has been
identified as one among the most successful education interventions in the region to ensure
meaningful education to marginalised children and is well documented nationally and internationally.
Nandana Reddy become a member of the General Council of the National Council for Education
Research and Training in 2005. CWC's contributions on "Children’s participation" and "children and

work" have been incorporated into present National Curriculum Framework of India.

APPROPRIATE EDUCATION PEDAGOGY'’S VISION STATEMENT
A world were all children can access an empowering and democratic system of education that is in
keeping with their age, ability and interest and includes all arenas of learning to nurture, promote,

enhance and protect the principles and practice of a participatory democracy.

8 Government schools in Bangalore and 54 Government schools in Udipi, Bellary and Kundapur
continue to use the AEP method in schools.

The Makkala Panchayats and the Task Forces monitor the implementation of the AEP programme.
In addition, the Observation Home in Bangalore has also received our AEP training and is using the
AEP pedagogy in their centres. AEP materials have been provided to all the schools we are working

closely with. AEP learning materials that are absolutely necessary have been prioritised.
A document to guide the teachers in the use of AEP materials is ready.

#FXQECE[ QP VJG [GCT RNCPPKPI RTQEGUU
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Advocacy has been carried out at the local as well as the state level to meet demands raised during
the 5 year planning process by children and the members of the community in the 56 Panchayats.

CWC was actively engaged with the State Government and the National Government to mainstream
the civil society participation processes that went to scale during the 5 year planning process. It also
facilitated the setting up of structures that will enable the participation of children and the community
members in the expanded Toofan areas.

0%'46

CWC's Director Development, Nandana Reddy become a member of the General Council of the
National Council for Education Research and Trainin g in 2005. CWC organised a State Level
consultation on the proposed National NCERT policy on curriculum. CWC's contributions on
"Children’s participation” and "children and work " have been incorporated into the National
Curriculum Framework. Subsequently, Ms. Reddy was invited to become a member of the Text Book
Drafting Committee and she has provided general inputs into all text books and in-depth inputs into
the national text books for Political Science and Economics.

Work as a concept

Work, understood simply, is an activity directed toward making or doing something. It also means
making one’s work or capabilities, or both, available for someone else’s purposes for monetary or other
forms of return.. A number of these activities are related to producing food, articles of daily use, looking
after the physical and mental well being of people and other activities relate to the administration and
organisation of society. In any society, in addition to these two basic dimensions, (producing goods and
establishing smooth functioning) various other activities also contribute to human wellbeing and in that
sense are considered forms of work.

Understood in this sense, work implies a commitment to other members of the society and/or
community as one is contributing one’s work and capabilities to fulfil their needs. Second, it implies
submitting to public standards of performance as one’s contribution made through work will be valued
and judged by others. Third, work implies contribution to the functioning of social life as it either
produces something that makes life possible or helps in functioning in general. Finally, work enriches
human life as it opens up new dimensions of appreciation and enjoyment.

Extracts from Work and Education, Nandana Reddy, 2005

Participation of all Children

Participation by itself has little meaning. It is the ideological frame surrounding participation that defines
it and gives it a political construct. For example participation within an authoritarian frame would give
participation a very different form from participation within a democracy.

Today the participation of ‘civil society’ has become common rhetoric in developmental circles, but the
nature of that civil society and the object of that participation have been moulded by a specific
interpretation of what it means to be a citizen. Today civil society participation has come to mean NGO
participation and attempts to enable the participation of individual citizens, for example, in local
governance is posing a major challenge.

Democracy presupposes an active and engaged citizen, not a passive "demand machine" and voting
robot.

Education defines the fabric of a nation and has the capacity to provide each child a positive
experience of democratic functioning. Like the texture, colour, strength and nature of each thread that
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is woven into a tapestry, each Indian child can be enabled to not only participate in a democracy, but to
also learn how to interact and form partnerships with others to preserve and enhance democracy. It is
the quality and nature of the individuals that our education system produces and the interrelationships
they are capable of that will determine the socio-political fabric of our nation.

However, children are often socialised in discriminatory societies and we need to recognise that
children are not always naturally inclusive. Children and adults learn from what they experience at
home, community and the world around them. It is also important to recognise that both adults and
children are socialised in the same way and that adults socialise children within the dominant socio-
cultural paradigm. This would include the role models they see, media and television. This experience
conditions their perceptions of caste and class, gender, democracy and justice. These perceptions
when and if reinforced by repeated experiences of the same kind, convert into values. At a community
level when a group of people have the same experience and therefore share the same values, these
values get converted into culture and sometimes even ideology. This is a spiral and each time the cycle
is repeated the values and culture get reinforced unless there is a variation in the experience. However
the alternate experience needs to be strong and real enough to counter and transform the earlier
perceptions.

Extracts from Participation of all children, Nandana Reddy, 2005

JNQDCMKQEBVKQP

Response to Nagara Raj Bill

We have read with some interest and great concern the text of the Nagara Raj Bill, 2004 and the
‘Participatory Local Area Capital Expenditure’ — P.L.A.C.E." for the ‘Greater Bangalore Water Supply
and Sewerage Project — GBWASP’ proposed by Janaagraha. We have discussed these documents in
depth and feel they need to be critiqued and their implementation prevented if democracy is to survive
in our country.

Both these documents clearly reveal a move away from organised participatory democracy and the
values and principles enshrined in our Constitution. They display no sensitivity to the minorities,
denying all knowledge of constitutional obligations and the principles of decentralisation enshrined in
the constitution. They also propose a procedure of ‘nominations’ instead of democratic elections. They
advocate a very corporate model of Governance that converts local bodies into cost centres and
peoples participation, into working groups.

Through these documents are couched in the language and terminology used in democratic discourse,
the content clearly argues for a ‘Corporatisation’ of the State in keeping with a model of neo-liberal
capitalism on which our present model of Globalisation is founded. For the present model of
globalisation to work, there is a need for centralised decision making and control, and decentralised
implementation by local governments and ‘peoples platforms’ that function like service delivery
agencies. Not participatory democracy.

Real participatory processes that retain constructive political dissent and hold the State accountable
turn this model on its head. A highly participatory civil society filled with political content in the form of
politically motivated social (peoples) organisations that are essential for the survival of democracy,
would threaten this process of Capitalistic Globalisation.

Extract from ‘Response to the Nagara Raj Bill, 2004 '
Nandana Reddy and Damodar Acharya, CWC
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CWC's training and Consultancy Unit, Dhruva, is firmly on the global map as one of the foremost
trainers in the field of children's participation. It has gained a very positive reputation for providing
practical training that is appropriate and has direct relevance to field application in a variety of

contexts and cultures.

The Training and consultancy unit of CWC, Dhruva was set up in 1998, to meet the challenges
involved in translating the principles of rights into practice. It is committed to enabling organisations,
institutions and persons concerned with children's participation, protagonism, governance and

related issues to perform their roles effectively through training and consultancy.

It has successfully provided capacity building inputs to the Government of Mongolia, Government of
Netherlands, Government of India, international agencies such as the Save the Children Norway,
UNICEF, ILO, World Vision, Kinder Not Hilfe etc. the principles of rights into practice. It is committed
to enabling organisations, institutions and persons concerned with children's participation,
protagonism, governance and related issues to perform their roles effectively through training and

consultancy.

It has successfully provided capacity building inputs to the Government of Mongolia, Government of
Netherlands, Government of India, international agencies such as the Save the Children Norway,
UNICEF, ILO, World Vision, Kinder, Not Hilfe etc.

DHRUVA'S VISION STATEMENT
A world where there are organisations of children and adults who are committed and able to ensure

children’s participation and the realisation of their rights.

CWC designed and conducted a pre-election training programme for 44 women candidates from the
Taluk. After the elections, CWC conducted a workshop on ‘decentralisation’ and Toofan Structures to
the newly elected members. 60 members from the dalit communities took part in this. This was
followed by a workshop exclusively for women members — in which 211 members from 46
Panchayats took part.
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Following an MOU signed by CWC with the Superintendent of Police of Udupi District, CWC has
conducted "Children's Rights and Gender Issues" related traini ng to the entire police force  of
the District. This has already had tremendous positive impact on the issue of children and women the
district.

CWC conducted the training programmes on Children’s participation with international participants.
Members from CWC’s Resource panel were actively involved in it.

CWC has expanded its internal ‘training team’ to include:

A State Resource team has been constituted to train Panchayats in facilitating participatory planning.
The 56 Panchayats of Kundapur have, in principle, agreed to set up structures to enable child
participation

CWC has been working closely with the IICRD, of the University of Victoria, Canada and the Paduva
university of Italy — through consultancies and internship programmes

Representatives of CWC are presently members of the District Legal Aid Cell, Child Welfare
Committee, the Karnataka State Labour Society, Labour Departments sub-groups on Environment
building, Capacity building, monitoring etc. In all these forums, we use the materials/products
developed by CWC to inform, argue and influence the group.

CWC has been identified as a resource person for training sessions and consultations on issues
related to children’s participation and children’s role in decision-making. One such programme was
the training programme for members of the Child welfare Committee (under the Juvenile Justice Act).

CWC is presently involved in training the entire police force of the Udupi districts that involves over
550 police personnel. The training course deals with issues related to women'’s and children’s rights.
Over 350 members have undergone the training that has already begun to demonstrate significant
impact.

CWC has also conducted training on request to agencies working with issues of Disabilites on
Children’s participation and to the DIET, Education Department on Child labour and children’s rights.
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Dhruva offers internship programmes for individuals of various disciplines from all over the world.
These internships are tailor-made to match the qualifications and expertise of the applicant as well as
to meet organisational requirements. The programmes are usually three to six months in duration.
However, this varies according to the time available to the intern and the requirements of the project.
In addition to the assigned projects, interns also have the opportunity to take part in the programmes
of CWC, including field programmes. This enables them to work closely with children and their
communities within their socio-cultural contexts. Interns are also given the possibility to participate in
capacity building programmes, if there are vacancies, on issues related to Children’s Rights, their
Participation and Protagonism.

Christie Nash

Christie Nash worked with CWC for more than 6 months. Her internship resulted through the
permanent relationship we have established with IICRD, Canada to host interns. Christie worked with
the Research team very closely to document the Children and Transport Study underway in 3
Panchayats of Kundapur, where children designed and conducted their own research on transport
issues. Christie's report is being published by CWC very soon.

Lila Hollman

Lila Hollman from USA designed and facilitated the Children's Consultations on the 5 Legislative bills.
Drawing from her education in Law back in the US, she skillfully deciphered and converted complex
legal bills into simple child friendly material that children them analysed and scrutisned. She designed
a very comprehensive bottom up process which included a series of consultations with children and
communities in local areas leading up to a State Wide Consultation of Children in May. She was with
CWC for 2 months.

Nadia Tempesta

Nadia Tempesta worked with CWC for 6 months during which time she documented the workshops
on sexuality and health conducted for adolescent girls in Kundapur, She also followed the process of
formation of the School Children Sangha which were inspired by the workshops. She came to CWC
as part of her course requirement at the University of Paduva, Italy.

Alana
Alana worked with CWC for 1.5 months. She worked together with Nadia to document the workshops
on sexuality and health conducted for adolescent girls in Kundapur.

Lara

Lara was with CWC for 1.5 months. She compiled a database of all CWC interns, past and present
and all past Dhruva graduates. She also put together an intern kit that will provide all prospective
interns with basic information about the geography and culture of Karnataka and India and with
comprehensive information about CWC and our programmes.

Jennifer Scott

Jennifer Scott worked with Nadia to document the process of the birth and growth of the School
Children Sanghas in Kundapur. She conducted exhaustive interviews with Sangha members in many
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different schools and spoke at length with teachers and parents about their opinions on the Sanghas.
She has prepared a very well written and easy to read report which is of constant use to us.

Surabhi

Surabhi spent 1 Y2 months at CWC. She was a student of SP Jain Institute of Management and
Research, one of India's best Management Colleges. We have developed a relationship with the
Centre for Development of Corporate Citizenship programme of this college through which a few
students intern with us every year. Surabhi reworked our website, creating a new layout and format
which future interns could build on. She did a thorough document scan and categorised content on
the basis of the format she proposed. Her work, as planned, is being worked upon by other interns.

Rajiv

Rajiv was also a student of SP Jain Institute of Management and Research. He worked with the
Nammangadi Unit where he studied the the marketing and production systems of the products made
by the children and communities we support. He did a comprehensive research on other feasible
products that Nammangadi could consider producing. His report is filled with sharp analysis, practical
recommendations and betrays the deep understanding of rural complexities that he had acquired
during the internship.
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The organisation has regular programme reviews, a mid-year organisational review and an annual
organisational evaluation. The annual evaluation extends outwards — starting from ‘self-evaluations’,
moves on to ‘individual’ evaluations and finally ends with the programme evaluations. The working
group of CWC, which is the policy making team of CWC, evaluates the performance of the entire
organisation on the basis of the programme evaluations and the cumulative impact of the
organisation. The process of planning is inbuilt into the evaluation process as the lessons learnt and
the emerging opportunities are identified and built into the future strategies of the organisation.
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Namma Paraspara Asare

Namma Paraspara Aasare — a new micro-insurance society has been launched by CWC in
collaboration with Namma Sabha and the women’s groups. The programme presently covers
Kundapur Taluk and will subsequently spread to other parts of Karnataka.

KUV QH 2WDNKECMKNIPW CPF (KNOU
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Taking Destiny in their hands

“Say No to Child Marriage” poster — A poster designed for the 'Say No to Child Marriage'
Campaign

Beda Balya Vivaha (Revised)

JNQDCNKUCVKQP CPF %JKNFTGP

Papers
Strategies to address Children within the Rs.25/ US $2/ 2
Context of Globalisation, 1999

By: Nandana Reddy
Children and the New World Rs.200/US $10/ 10

Globalisation: It's Impact on Children and
Their Struggle for a New World (A Set of 10 papers)

Children and the New World Rs.25/US $2/ 2
By: Nandana Reddy

Children and Democracy Rs.25/US $2/ 2
By: Damodar Acharya

Children and Social Security Rs.25/US $2/ 2
By: Ganapathi M.M.

Globalisation and its Impact Rs.25/US $2/ 2

on the Unorganised Sector
By: Shireen Kurian

Information and Media Rs.25/US $2/ 2
By: Kavita Ratna

Exclusion & Participation Rs.25/US $2/ 2
By: Anka Raskin

Organising for Peace Rs.25/US $2/ 2
By: Pooja Hiranandani

Bio-diversity Rs.25/US $2/ 2
By: Sunita Rao

Sexuality Rights of Adolescents Rs.25/US $2/ 2
By: Lolichen PJ

Social Movements: Children Rs.25/US $2/ 2

as Agents of Change
By: Anna Giske

%IJKNFTGP U 2CTVKEKRCVKQP CPF 2TQVCIQPKUO

Papers
Children as Partners in Change, 2000 Rs. 30/ US $2/ 2
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By: Nandana Reddy
Children and Democracy, 2000
By: Nandana Reddy
The Meaningful Participation of Children or
Children’s Protagonism, 2000
By: Nandana Reddy
- Have We Asked the Children?, 1997
By: Nandana Reddy
- Children and their Rights Convention, 1999
By: Nandana Reddy
- Child Protection in Asia — Empowerment, 1990
By: Nandana Reddy
- Partners in Development, 1989
By: Nandana Reddy
The Children of Varahi, 1993
By: Nandana Reddy
Oxford Notes: Documenting Bhima Sangha’s
Research on Children's Resilience in Adversity, 200
By: Kavita Ratna
Situation of Children in India,
Shaping the Tomorrows, 1993
By: Kavita Ratna
Alternative Media — A Necessity, 1993
By: Kavita Ratna
Our Story Our Dreams, 1997
By: Nagaraj Kolkere
A Report on the Third South ASIA/SAARC

Countries Conference on the Rights of the child , 1991

By: Lakshapathi

Reports
A Unique Revolution, 2004

Rs. 25/ US $2/ 2

Rs.20/ US $2/ 2

Rs.25/ US $2/ 2
Rs.20/ US $2/ 2
Rs.25/ US $2/ 2
Rs.25/ US $2/ 2

Rs.40/ US $3/ 3

Rs. 40/ US $3/ 3

Rs. 40/ US $3/ 3

Rs.20/ US $2/ 2
Rs.25/ US $2/ 2

Rs.15/ US $2/ 2

Rs100/US $5/ 5

(Children develop the official five-year plan of their Panchayats)

Report of the Seminar on the
Rights of the Child, 1988

Conversation with Varahi, 1993

Media Code of Conduct to
Realise Children’s Rights, 2006
(Book + Poster)

Case Studies
Struggle Against Child Marriage
(Kannada, Balya Vivahada Viruddha Andolana)
Joseph D’Souza, 2003
A Little girl's struggle against child marriage
Down with liquor: Children shut
down liquor shops in Keradi

Publications by children
Meenampatti Report, 1991
Report - Hotel Suruchi, 1991

Rs110/ US $7/

Rs100/ US $6/

Rs60/ US $5/ 5

Rs10/US $2/ 2

Rs10/US $2/ 2

Rs10/ US $2/ 2

Rs.20/ US $2/ 2
Rs.15/ US $2/ 2

7

6

44



'FWECVKQP

Papers

Education for Empowerment and

Children’s Citizenship, 2001

By: Nandana Reddy
Education and Child Labour in the Indian Context
By: Nandana Reddy
The Appropriate Education Programme, 1999
By: Amukta Mahapatra
Applying Montessori Education in
Rural Government Schools, 1999
By: Amukta Mahapatra
Institutions Promoting Independence, 1999
By: Amukta Mahapatra
Developmental Milestones
of the School Age Child, 1992
By: Amukta Mahapatra

Reports
Education - Views of Working children, 1995
Report of the Appropriate education, 1995
Education for Working Children, 1985

%JIJKNF

Papers

Child Labour — A Gender Perspective, 1995
By: Kavita Ratna

From the Frying Pan to the Fire, 1993
By: Lakshapathi

Too Many Laws — Too Little Justice, 2001
By: Kavita Ratna

Publications by children

Work We Can and Cannot Do, 1999
(Working Children of Belve Panchayat, Karnataka define
what work is appropriate for them and what work is not)

Working Children’s Report, 1998
(Working Children in India prepare their own report for
submission to the UNCRC, becoming the first children
to ever present a report before the Committee)

Work We Can and Cannot Do (Kannada), 2003
(Working children of 7 Panchayats in Karnataka
define what work is appropriate for them
and what work is not)

Alternate report of National Movement of

Working Children (NMWC)
(The NMWC submits its report to the UNCRC in 2003)

Reports

Rs.25/ US $2/ 2

Rs.75/ US $5/ 5
Rs.25/ US$2/ 2

Rs.20/ US $2/ 2

Rs.15/ US $2/ 2

Rs.25/US $2/ 2

Rs.80/ US $5/ 5
Rs.125/US $7/ 7
Rs.80/ US $5/ 5

.CDQWT
Rs.20/ US $2/ 2
Rs.30/ US $2/ 2

Rs.20/ US $2/ 2

Rs.40/ US $3/ 3

Rs.100/ US $6/ 6

Rs.30 each/US $2/ 2

(Rs. 200/ US $10/ 10 for full set)

Rs.40/ US $3/ 3
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The Status of Child Labour in India, 1991 Rs.100/ US $6/ 6

What You Can Do for the Citizens of Tomorrow, 1991 Rs.25/ US $2/ 2
Child Labour in India- An overview, 1990 Rs.15/ US $2/ 2
Children whom the World Tries to Forget, 1983 Rs.150/ US $8/ 8

Report of the Task Force , 1989
A Task Force was set up the Government

of India to review the Child Labour Act Rs.80/US $5/ 5
4GUGCTEJ
Reports
Children and Their Research Rs.200/ US $10/ 10
— a process document, Lolichen PJ, 2003
Living on the Edge, 1998 Rs.40/ US $3/ 3
Police Report, 1995 (Kannada, Polisarendare ) Rs.30/ US $3/ 3

Publications by Children

Our Survey Story (Kannada/English) Rs.40/ US $3/ 3
Children document their experiences with conducting research

Meenampatti Report, 1991 Rs.20/ US $2/ 2

Report - Hotel Suruchi, 1991 Rs.15/ US $2/ 2

1VIGT 2WBEBRRECVKQPU
Cherkadi's Life and Thoughts

(Kannada, Cherkadi Baduku Mathu Vichara), 2002 Rs.30/ US $3/ 3
Himakar
Practicing What You Preach, 1993 Rs.40/ US $3/ 3

Nandana Reddy

2QUVGTU
Rights of the Child Rs.25/ US $4/ 4
(Kannada/ English) (Set of 5 posters)
Struggle for a New World (Kannada/ English) Rs.250/US $10/ 10

(Colourful set of 10 posters demanding to view
Children as Protagonists and holders of rights)
Democracy and People Participation Rs150/ US $7/ 7
(Kannada/ English, A set of 5 humorous posters)

%IJKNFTGP U 4GCFKPI

Cartoon Time, 1993 (Kannada/English) Rs.20/ US $2/ 2
Namma Holeyamma, 1992, (Kannada/English) Rs.40/ US $3/ 3
Bhima — wall magazine for working children (Kannada ) Rs.10/US $2/ 2
Kamakshi and the King Rs.10/ US $2/ 2

Nandana Reddy
Fatima's Story Rs.10/ US $2/ 2



Nandana Reddy
The Bird in the cage Rs.10/US $2/ 2
Nandana Reddy

&QEWOGPVCT[ (KNOU
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Award winning films

Devarakadu , a film by Pattabhirama Reddy , is the winner of India’s National Award
for Best Environmental Feature Film 1994. This is a story of the forest, of the tribe’s
(indigenous people) symbiotic relationship with the forest.

Pattabhirama Reddy has produced and directed the groundbreaking ‘Samskara’ in
Kannada, which won the President’s Gold Medal in 1971 and the Bronze Leopard at
the Locarno International Film Festival.

Both the films are available with CWC

We Speak Rs.750/ US $18/ 15
(A film about a day in the life of a rag picker)
Duration 28 minutes
Combating Child labour Rs.750/ US $18/ 15
(Strategies to address child labour)
Duration 24 minutes
Time to Listen Rs.750/ US $18/ 15
(International Meeting of Working Children)
Duration 50 minutes and 15 minutes)
Julu Julu Andhalo Rs.750/ US $18/ 15
(A Girls conversation with a river in relation
to environmental degradation). Duration 30 minutes
Samskara Rs.1000/US $23/ 20
(Funeral Rites - An International award winning
Indian film by T.Pattabhi Rama Reddy.) Duration 3 hours
Devera Kadu Rs.1000/US $23/ 20
(The travails of a tribal boy who is forced to
migrate to the city) Duration 2 hours
Making a Path Rs.750/ US $18/ 15
(A film on Vanaja who was subjected to gender
discrimination and later how Bhima Sangha enabled
her to change her life perspective with civil
construction training)
Give us a Chance Rs.750/ US $18/ 15
(A documentation of five days Regional Convention
of Working Children) Duration 28 minutes

Citizens Today Rs.750/ US $18/ 15
(A film on Children’s Participation) Duration 30 minutes
Taking destiny in their hands Rs.1500/ US $35/ 28

(A film on the International Movement of Working Children)
Duration 45 minutes

#WFKQ %CUUGVVGU

Hariyuta Bandalo Varahi (Kannada) Rs.30/ US $3/ 3




(A collection of songs on the river Varahi)

Bhima Sangha's Election Campaign Special
(Kannada)

Children's Play (Kannada)

Child rights related Stories for Children (Kannada)

Rs.30/ US $3/ 3

Rs.30/ US $3/ 3
Rs.30/ US $3/ 3
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