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Rich culture, affluent literary
heritage and spiritual magnetism.
Yes this is Udupi the temple town
also known to have a high
standard of living and superior life
infrastructure for its people. But
is this the lifestyle of all the people
in Udupi? For proof just pay a
visit to the migrant settlements of
Udupi and you will see the city’s
other face, the face that is not as
beautiful.

Udupi is a paradise for labourers
from all across the nation and
mainly from north Kamataka.
The trend is such that the
construction sector, road repair
works, telephone cable laying
and sanitary works are the home
turf of the migrants. The citizens
of the district are dependent
mainly on these migrants for
labour in these areas.

Migrants find plenty of
employment in Udupi as said
earlier. But does this make their
lives better? Are they leading a
comfortable life? The answer is
a clear No! The problems they
face are endless. But it is

important that they come to light.

IN SEARCH OF A LIVING
MIGRANTS IN UDUPI

If you think that these people are
borm poor then you are miserably
wrong. In reality these migrants
belong to high classes in their own
places. Most of them own
considerable areas of land and
are fit to be called landlords. But
that does not make them
prosperous. The drought and
lack of rain in their home towns
force them to migrate in search
of employment. And Udupi, for
these people is the El dorado.

The conference of Kamataka
Migrant Workers Association
held on May 20 in Udupi has
helped throw light on several of
the problems faced by these
migrants, The gross neglect of
their troubles by the government,
employers and the public in
general was brought out by these
muigrants in the conference.
"We are neglected by our
employers and also by the
«government. No one hears our
pleas for basic facilities such as
clean drinking water, a house to
stay, school and health services
for our children. Are we not
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counted as the citizens of this
nation?" asks DBasavaraj
Hangaragi, a migrant worker
from Bijapur and the district
president of the newly formed
Karnataka Migrant Labourers
Association (KMLA).

"The references made to us in
different laws do not come (o our
help in any way. We have no job
security. If we get injured in the
course of our work, the
responsibility of the employeris
just to take us to the hospital. We
get no compensation or money
for treatment” he said.

The root of all problems is that
these migrants have an unsettled
life. They live in tarpaulin and
metal sheds or mud huts usually
near garbage dump yards and
other such neglected unsanitary
surroundings.

Problem like Drinking water,
which one has to carry from a
long distance is biggest of all.
Food is inadequate and made in
unhygienic conditions, Children
are the ones who suffer the most
from malnutrition and diseases
due to lack of hygiene. Most of]
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